By John Economos 


[HE GOLD COAST 

SOCCER Ine this 

morning, (Tuesday), 
at a special launch staged 
at the Merrimac Soccer 
‘Club (Italo Australia Club), 
was expected to unveil a 
lucrative syndicated spon- 
sorship totalling some 
$400, 


Socce™ 


; Coast Soccer, (former 
President of Soccer NSW), 
Mr Peter Gray, stated last 


Three —_hhigh-profiled 
Queensland corporate identi- 
ties have combined forces to 


pour some $400,000 into the night: "We have a very proud 
development of Junior record in all facets of the 
Rooball, Junior Compet- code in Queensland. We have 


itions, Ist and 2nd Division 
Senior Men and Women 
competitions, with full nam- 
ing rights, Soccer on the 
Gold Coast has rapidly devel- 
oped in recent years which in 
tum has attracted the atten- 
tion of the Corporate Sector. 
Gold Coast Soccer today 
has some 7200 registered 
players and looking for a 
10% increase in its numbers 
this year. The Gold Coast 
Federation embraces 30 
clubs from Beaudesert 
stretching to the border as far 
South as Murwillumbah. 
The Chairman of Gold 


5% of our coaches quali- 
fied, the highest percentage 
in the State. As well, Gold 
Coast Soccer had 53 players, 
(both male “and female), 
selected for train-on’ Qld 
State Squads. 

"We cannot forget our 
referees who represented 
Queensland at the UIS & 
UL6 National Champion- 
ships, one of whom was 
voted the Tournament 
Referee and officiated the 
Grand Final, whilst one of 
our other referees was award- 
ed the semi-final of the 
Ul6's, 


All Star showing 
by NSW cence 14) 
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"Today we are very grate- 
ful in receiving the precious- a 
ly valued backing from our 
three large sponsoring part- 
ners," Mr Gray underlined. 

Unveiled at this moming’s 
media launch, the giant 
RACQ Insurance has linked 
up with incumbent sponsors, 
Runaway Bay Super Sports 
Centre plus Buffalo Sports 
to hugely boost the cash cof- 
fers of the Gold Coast 


Soccer, Queensland. 
Runaway Bay Super The RACQ Insurance 
Sports Ceatre, for the sec- can only help the Gold Coast 


ond year has come.on board 
as sponsors of the Gold 
Coast's Representative pro- 
gram. Their vastly spacious 
complex is of a world class 
standard, arguably the best 
facility any representative 
program has in Australia. 
Buffalo Sports, are the 
biggest supplier of footballs 
and football apparel in 
Queensland and have signed 
up for a four-year term. This 
agreement is worth in the 
vicinity of $100,000.00. 
Buffalo are sponsoring our 
Premier League, now to be 
tagged as the Buffalo Sports 
Premier League, The prize 
money for this competition 


By Mark Stavroutakis 


‘nown to many as one of 
Australia’s finest 
follywood actors, foothall 


crazed star Anthony LaPaglia has 
this week become A-League side 
Sydney FC’s new shareholder, 

Tt’s believed that the Adelaide bom. 
actor will spend $750, 000 to become 
a 15% shareholder in A-League side 
Sydney FC, 

‘The introduction of LaPaglia will 
certainly raise the tag of being the 
*glamour club’ to Sydney FC once 
more even though the club's chief 
executive Andy Harper has dismissed 
the name. 

Currently starring in the ‘TV series 
“Without A Trace’, LaPaglia’s identity 
will surely raise the stakes and the 
profile at the Sydney FC club that is 
also set to sign former Manchester 
United striker Dwight Yorke, 

‘The Australian-Italian actor is nd 
stranger to the game of football either: 


00,000 To Gold Coast Soccer Inc. 


Federation lift the profile of 
Soccer on the Gold Coast, 
and in Queensland in general. 
RACQ Insurance sees the 
benefits in being a partner 
with the largest sporting 
game, not only on the Gold 
Coast, but also in Australia. 
Part of RACQ Insurance 
sponsorship is naming rights 
to our Season Finale, the 
Grand Final Weekend where 
over 30 Grand finals are to be 
played 
Stadium. RACQ Insurance 
has also sponsored the Men's 
Ist Division, with at least 12 
teams vying for the top hon- 
our of being promoted to the 
Premier League and also our 
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due to the sponsorship will be 
$10,000.00 package, 
believed to be the highest 
prize money for Soccer in the 
State of Queensland, 

RACQ Insurance — This 
Company has come on as a 
major sponsor over five years 
pledging in the vicinity of 
$300,000.00. This definitely 
is the largest sponsorship any 
amateur sport has had on the 
Gold Coast and possibly in 


inside Carrara 


competition. 


The 46-year-old played profession- 
ally in Adelaide during the late 1970's 
and early 80’s and had the dream of 
continuing his footballing career in 
Australia, however the big screen 
beckoned for LaPaglia, 

Playing the game is still part of 
LaPaglia’s life and still puts the boots 
on a regular basis with a social team in 
the U.S. called “Hollywood United’, 
which many other famous actors take 
Part in. 

According to the ‘Sunday 
Telegraph’, it is understood that 
LaPaglia “approached Sydney FC 
about the ownership bid, especially 
after Soccer NSW pulled their shares 
‘out of the A-League side a couple of 
months back. 

Final negotiations are currently tak- 
ing place but its full-steam ahead for 
LaPaglia’s involvement with the new 


Sydney FC who is stil-hunting for a 
new coach. 


2nd Division Men's Sunday 


RACQ Insurance also 
seea lot of benefitin support- 
ing and sponsoring our senior 


$3.60 


GST INCLUSIVE 


Mr F PETER GRAY: (left) Chair Chairman of Gold Coast Soccer being handed over 
the Sponsorship cheque by Mr Peter Hilan Executive Manager of the 
RAC@Q Insurance. 


LaPaglia buys Sydney FC share 


However the involvement of 
LaPaglia has certainly sparked many 
keen interests from sponsors and has 
also increased membership rates at the 
club who will kick start their pre-sea- 
son campaign at Soccer NSW’s 
Parklea headquarters next week. 

Sydney FC’s newly signed striker 
and Socceroo David Zdrilic was 
delighted with the so-called inyolve- 
ment of the Hollywood star, 

“It just goes to show how far the 
game has come in Australia. 

“It will also hopefully attract peo- 
ple that might not already be into foot- 
ball”, Zdrilic stated to the ‘Sunday 
Telegraph. 

Ala Gladiator star Russell Crowe, 
who is a firm supporter and has 
pumped up a fair bit of money with 
NRL club the South Sydney 
Rabbitohs, LaPaglia’s involvement in 
the A-League will surely commence 
the media attraction to what will be an 
exciting year for the Australian foot- 
ball game, 


Ladies competitions. They 
obviously see potential in 
Women's football as itis the 
fastest area of the Soccer 
family and the standard is 


improving all the time, 

Mr Peter Gray was 
President of Soccer NSW for 
a record 10 consecutive 
years, 


Buying his share in the 
Australian game: Australian 


actor Anthony LaPaglia (right) 


shown alongside wife 
Gia Carides, is set to take a 
15% share of Sydney FC. 
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iddlesbrough's Australian 
triker Mark Viduka has 
put his comeback from a ham- 
string injury on hold and wont 
be back on the field until March. 

The 29-year-old suffered the 
problem during the 2-0 loss at 
Birmingham on Boxing Day. 

"Mark was progressing well, 
but he has suffered this unfortu- 
nate setback which has put his 
rehabilitation back another 
couple of weeks,” Boro manager 
Steve McClaren explained. 

"Mark is keen to be back as 
quickly as possible, but the most 
important thing is making sure 
he is right and fully fit before he 
can resume first-team football." 

‘Viduka - who has missed nine 
games due to the injury - was 
hoping to be back on deck for 
Middlesbrough's UEFA Cup 
second leg match with Austrian 
side AK Graz on February 24 but 
now faces a longer wait. 

During his. absence 
Middlesbrough has won just 
three times, with only two wins 
in the Premier League. 

With Australia playing twice 
at the end of March - in interna- 
tionals against Iraq and 
Indonesia - national team coach 
Frank Farina will be keen to have 
his star striker back in the nation- 
al set-up after he missed the 1-1 
draw against South Africa in 
Durban. 


keke 


delaide United player-coach 

urelio Vidmar has con- 
firmed talks are at an advanced 
stage with Panionios winger 
Travis Dodd. 

Vidmar revealed to 2KY's 
Football Fever that personal 
terms had all but been agreed 
with Dodd, who was with 
Parramatta Power in the last 
National League season 12 
months ago. 

However, despite ‘vigorous 
discussions", Vidmar conceded 
gaining a release from Panionios 
for the Aussie was proving com- 
plicated. 

‘The Greek First Division side 
has battled hard this season and 
Dodd has struggled to play since 
the start of the league in Greece. 

Knowa to many as being one 
of the toughest leagues in 
Europe, Dodd rose to fame when 
he played in all of Panionios’ 
UEFA Cup matches that includ- 
ed games against English 
Premier League _ giants 
Newcastle United. 


kk * * 


(Creed is camying a series of 
iins, but continues to bat- 
tle through them and managed to 
pick up another injury two weeks 
ago in the 2-2 draw at 
Southampton. 

Physio Mick Rathbone said: 
"Tim sprained his ankle with five 
minutes to go. He's in some dis- 
comfort and we'll have to see 
how it is in the next couple of 
days." 

Tim missed the Socceroos 
friendly match against South 
Africa in Durban but did state his 
desire to play their next friendly 


game. 

‘Moyes has already nicknamed 
the Aussie, ‘Robocop’, not a bad 
tag to carry around in the English 
Premier League, no doubt he 
learnt a lot of his nit and grit 
from ex-team-mate at Millwall 
Kevin Muscat. 


aussiesabroad 


BY Mark Stavroulakis & Daniel Kuziow 


Paul Henderson: The former Northern Spirit keeper 


kkk 


‘ottingham Forest boss Gary 
‘Megson is chasing Bradford 
City goalkeeper Paul Henderson, 
The former Northem Spirit 
favourite has only been with the 
Bantams for six months, but has 
established himself as one of 
League One's most talented shot- 
stoppers. 

‘The Mirror says Forest boss 
Megson is ready to offer 
£250,000 for Henderson as he 
seeks to strengthen his defence. 

Bradford City boss Colin 
Todd is urging goalkeeper Paul 
Henderson to stay focused after 
being linked with Nottingham 
Forest this week. 

Todd said: "Somebody has 
been putting his name around 
and that is how the whole thing 
starts. I told Paul after Tuesday 
night to just concentrate on his 
football and don't pay attention 
to speculation in the papers. 

"I have had no contact what- 
soever from Nottingham Forest 
‘or anyone else about Paul.” 


kek 


\-Saadi Gaddafi has 
vealed former Perugia 
teammate Zeljko Kalac told him 
to quit the Italian club when he 
sought the Aussie goalkeeper's 
advice last season. 

‘The pair are now close 
friends, but Gaddafi revealed ata 
media conference: 

"He was very friendly (so) I 
asked him to come to my room 
and give me some advice. 

“And you know what he said? 
Go home. 

"Every day he sends me mes- 
sages on the mobile phone. 

"He say, 'Oh, I wish I was with 
you, in my city, in my country’" 

Gaddafi is in Sydney with the 
Libya national team for a series 
of games, though an injury 
means he will have sit out the 
tour. No doubt ‘Spider’ Kalac 
would be welcome in Libya at 
any time thanks to his pal Al- 
Saadi Gaddafi. 


a 


‘arry Kewell has dealt 
iverpool a major injury 

blow with the news that he is 
likely to miss the Carling Cup 
final and vital games in Europe. 
‘The tricky winger had hoped 
to be involved in the weekend 
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could be on his way to Nottingham Forest 


clash with Fulham after appar- 
ently making good progress in 
his recovery from Achilles ten- 
donitis. 

But he had to sit out the game 
after the injury failed to clear up. 

And the 26-year-old is unlike- 
ly to return to first-team action 
until next month. 

His agent Bernie Mandic con- 
firmed the Australian's frustra- 
tion. 

Mandic told the Sydney Daily 
Telegraph: "Harry's struggling a 
bit but the club are doing every- 
thing they can to get him right. 

"He's had scans which don't 
show anything substantial but 
despite his best efforts at the 
moment he simply cant shake 
off the discomfort and get back 
‘on the park. 

"Harry was desperate to be fit 
for the Fulham game as part of 
his plan to play himself in the 
important Champions League 
match against Germans Bayer 
Leverkusen.” 


kek 


Idham Athletic goalkeeper 

‘Les Pogliacomi admits a 
senior call-up to the Australia 
squad is still some way off. 
Pogliacomi is regarded as one of 
the Football League's best young 
keepers and has attracted interest 
from Leeds, Sunderland and 
Crystal Palace in the last six 
months, 

But he says: "I think we're 
lucky Australia has produced an 
abundance of but 
for me it's unlucky because it's so 
hard to get into the national 
side,” he said. 

“Especially in the UK, we've 
got John Filan and Mark 
Schwarzer here - two brilliant 
goalkeepers playing their trade, 

"'m just trying to do the same, 
trying to climb the divisions and 
make a career out of it." 


ae 


ueensland Roar have 
expressed interest in 
‘Termana striker Max Vieri. 
The Australia international 
could be on the move at the end 


of this season and has admited 


he'd welcome a retum to former 


club Napoli 
"Weld talk to him alright” 


“It's all money at the end of 
the day and what he's worth in 
pulling power to us. 

"He sort of fits the bill. He is 
an Aussie international." 


kaka 


righton fullback Paul Reid 
has agreed terms on a new, 
two-year contract. 

Reid has impressed for the 
Seagulls this season and was 
rewarded last week with a new 
extended deal by manager Mark 
McGhee. 

The former Wollongong 
‘Wolves and NSWIS graduate has 
been one of the finds of the sea- 
son for Brighton who have in 
tum handed the Aussie credit 
with an extension to his contract. 


kee 


‘mpoli’s Primavera striker 

(Dez. Giraldi has impressed 
the Serie B club so much that he 
could have his contract extended 
for the new season. 

Tt came to the forum that 
Giraldi’s contract was to be pro- 
moted after be notched up a vital 
goal against fierce rivals 
Forentina. 

Giraldi is hoping to crack a 
Spot in the first team next year. 


teak 
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Simon Miotto: A move in the lower leagues of England 


has also impressed at Aris 
‘Limasool. 

Foti signed with the Cypriot 
club this season and has really 
enjoyed his time on the tiny 
istand_ 


x kK 


‘est Brom and Australian 

goalkeeper Simon Miotto 
have agreed to part company by 
mutual consent. 

Miotto, who joined the club in 
March 2004, was out of contract 
at the end of the season. He 
failed to make an appearance in 
Albion's first team. 

‘The 35-year-old was told he 
could leave on a free transfer by 
Baggies manager Bryan Robson 
in December, but the former 
England great has now decided 
to trim his squad and has reached 
asettlement with Miotto. 

‘The Baggies have also 
released Adam Chambers and 
Sekou Berthe. 

"I decided Adam, Sekou and 
Simon are not part of my plans a 
few weeks ago but they're all ter- 
tific pros who I'm sure will do a 
good job elsewhere,” Robson 
told the club's official website. 


or Scotland could be on the cards 


pollon Limassol’s 
Areas player Perry 


Moustakas last week endured 
something not many Australian 
youngsters would do whilst on 
their travels in Europe. 

‘The 21-year-old signed up a 
six-month military service in 
Cyprus in order for him to stay in 
the country to play on with his 
football in Europe. 

Moustakas has been in out- 
standing form with Apollon’s 
youth side and has been given 
huge plugs by the first team 
coach. 


Known as being one of the teams 
in Cyprus, the tough defender 
Will finish is military services in 
six months before heading back 


“Lreally want to make a career 
‘out of football and if it means 
doing this then so be it”. 

Meanwhile, former Northem 
Spisit youth player Nathan Foti 


Miotto also acts as a player agent 
apart from his footballing career. 
It is believed that Miotto could 
vwell sign on for a lower English 
club very shortly, also a move 
back to Scotland is quite close, 


Kix X& 


nce again Australian young- 
‘ster Scotty McDonald has 
again been asked to represent 
Scotland's U23 squad after 
showing his class yet again with 
Motherwell. 
‘The in-form striker has been in 
terrific form since his retum 
from injury and through his per- 
formances has attracted interests 
from the Scottish FA about his 
availability. 
Socceroos coach Frank Farina 
though has ran a close eye on the 
22-year-old and has hinted that 
he McDonald’s name could bein 
the next friendly match for the 
Australians. 


2005 Registration for 
Players Applications for 
Managers and Coaches 
STANMORE HAWKS SOCCER CLUB 

(CANTERBURY DISTRICT ASSOCIATION) 


‘The above Club is seeking Managers, Coaches and players 
in all the below listed age groups: 


Under 6's to Under 18's 
Girl's Under 17’s 
Men All Age and Over 35's 


Registration for 2005 now open on the following dates: 
Saturdays: February 19th and 26th 
Time: 11am-2pm 


Cyprus Community Club 
56-78 Stanmore Rd, Stanmore 


Coaching applications close 28th February 2005 


Steve Stavrou 0419 292 541, 
Papadopoulos 0407 241 961 


SOCCER 
MANAGER 


Very successful South-Westem Sydney 
Club is looking to employ a 
Soccer Manager who has the ability to 
run Soccer Academies, 

Soccer Administration and has 
knowledge of the game. 
Experience would be valuable. 
Submissions close 18/02/2005. 


MANLY UNITED 


FOOTBALL CLUB 


Grade 18 are looking for 
two players for the 
Premier Youth Season 
2005. 


All interested players are 
asked to contact Louis on 


0408 678 780 


‘Sycineywide Phone: 9949 5247 @ Mobile 0418 263 644 
www.readysetgoal.com.au 
HAJDUK 

WANDERERS 


© wie 


Premier Youth League 


Goalkeepers Wanted 
Urgently for the following age 
groups U13s, U15s & U18s 


PLEASE CONTACT GOALKEEPER COACH: 


WALLY LACHOWICZ ON 0418 417 247 


OR FOR FURTHER DETAILS CONTACT: 
CHARLES ABDILLA ON 0416 171 896 


NSW PREMIER LEAGUE w= 
ROUND 11 FIXTURES "= 


SATURDAY 19 FEBRUARY 
Home Team Away Team 

Blue Devils Sydney United 

Blacktown City Demons Manly United FC 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles © Sydney Olympic 

St George Saints Parramatta Eagles 
Central Coast United Penrith Nepean United 


SUNDAY 20 FEBRUARY 


Away Team 
Marconi Stallions 
Rockdale City Suns 
A.P.LA. Leichhardt Tigers Wollongong Wolves 
b 


ABSW (@) 
209 


Want Coaches or Players ? Advertise in 
AB Sv 


John Economos 


(02) 9744 6984 


PARRAMATTA EAGLES 
SOCCER ACADEMY 


are conducting a 


PRE ACADEMY ELITE 


DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 


For players BORN 1994 (U/11), 1995 (U/10) and 1996 (U/9) 
maximum 16 players per squad 


16 PESA ACADEMY WILL PROVIDE 
TRAINING |ALIFIED CO 


Trials willbe held at 
EVERLEY PARK CHESTER HILL 
Wednesday 16 & 23 February at 5.30pm starr 


For further information contact the ACADEMY on 
(O2) 9738 7222 


or email: admin@parraeaglesacademy.com 


The Tigers Junior 


Soccer Club Inc. 


2005 Registration for Players 
Applications for Managers and Couches 


The above Club is seeking 


ers, Coaches and players in all the below 
listed age groups. 
Under 6’s, Under 7’s, Under 8's, Under 9’s, Under 10’s, Under 11’s, 
Under 12’s, Under 13’s, Under 14’s, Under 15's, Under 16’s 
All Age Men’s — Girls and Ladies teams 
Coaching Applications close 28th February 2005 


(Please note that the Club has 4 teams in each age group) 


Registration for 2005 now open on the following dates: 
@ Monday February 21 & 28 
@ Tuesday February 15 & 22 
@ Wednesday February 16 & 23 
@ Thursday February 17 & 24 
@ Friday February 18 & 25 
Monday to Friday from 9.30am to 5.00pm 
at the Club’s Administration Headquarters based at Lambert Park, 
Marion St Leichhardt 
FOR ALL ENQUIRES PLEASE PHONE THE CLUB’S 24 HR INFOLINE 
9560 5414 


Positions still available in the senior elite U13’s 
Premier Youth League Squad 


(Sydney's largest sporting club) 


Proud Major Sponsors 


i « 
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Defensive 'Roos need to 
do what comes naturally 


By Mark van Aken 


jhe Socceroos tried to 

play a style of foot- 

ball that doesn't 
come natural to them 
against South Africa and 
very nearly copped a hiding 
for their troubles. 

Frank Farina had apparent- 
ly asked his side to treat the 
Durban friendly as a dress 
rehearsal for the World Cup 
Qualifier later this year. The 
thinking was sound. A feisty 
opposition keen for a win in 
front of a boisterous home 
crowd. The idea was to 
defend at all costs, the focus 
‘on stopping goals rather than 
creating them. In less than a 
quarter hour against the 
Bafana Bafana the plan came 
horribly unraveled. 

Benny Me Carthy's beauti- 
fully crafted strike was to be 
the only goal that intemation- 
al football's other green and 


gold side would score for the 
night,’ but what became 
apparent was clear. Against 
better, hungrier opposition 
Australia would employ such 
tactics at its own peril. Their 
were visions of the Socceroos 
playing in Montevideo or 
some where similar with such 
tactics and being on the 
wrong end of a 5-0 score line, 

While sitting back and 
defending is sound in theory 
and common practise across 
the globe, there is something 
simply un-Australian (or by 
extension un-English) about 
doiag so. The make up of 
Australian footballers is as 
great an advertisement for 
multi-culturalism as any other 
part of our society, however 
despite our ranks consisting 
of a whole globe of nationali- 
ties; it has always been the 
English game that fully cap- 
tures the imagination of 
Australia. 


When the Premier League 
was wiped from Free to Air 
‘TV this year there was an out- 
rage through out the land. On 
Sports Tonight and other 
news services EPL scores are 
a regular feature. We as a 
people seem oblivious to the 
fact that better football is 
being played in front of big- 
ger crowds on the other side 
of the English Channel, And 
this penchant for the English 
game reflects largely in our 
football. 

Like the mother country's 
footballers, the defensive 
game does not come naturally 
to us. Sven Goraan Erikson 
employed such tactics at last 
years Euro tournament and it 
almost worked... almost. 

Much to the chagrin of 
England fans every where the 
three lions were content on 
playing a style more familiar 
in Italy. Against France they 
defended their 1-0 lead forthe 


drawn. 


McMahon unr set for 
Perth Glory move 


Blackpool midfielder Stephen 
McMahon has been released 
from his contract at Bloomfield 
Road by mutual consent. 

The 20-year-old, son of former 
Seasiders manager Steve made just 
13 first team appearances, 

McMahon senior has recently 
been appointed manager of 
Australian side Perth Glory and it 
has been reported father and son 
could soon be reunited. 

The Glory still have a few posi- 
tions vacant and chairman Nick 
Tana did state that the final plac- 
ing’s in the squad were to be taken 
up by McMahon’s choice. 

Known as a tough tackling mid- 
fielder, McMahon Junior's presence 
could lift up the Glory’s strength 
line, especially in defence 

Meanwhile, former Dunfermline 
Athletic striker Stewart Petrie has 
rayed about Aussie midfielder Nick 
Carle afier the pair starred in 
NSW's 1-0 win over touring Libya 
last week. 

Petrie, who has signed on with 
the A-League's Central Coast 
Mariners, told AAP: "If you see the 


‘Stephen McMahon: Could be joining his father at 
Perth Glory this season 


ability of Nicky and what he 
showed against Libya then you can 
see he could certainly play ata very 
high level in Europe. 

"He has a great attitude to the 
game and I don't see why he won't 
90 further in the sport.” 

‘The’ Scot added: "There's no 
doubt that there are a few players 
here who could easily play at the 
top level in Britain and clubs will 
be coming to look at them, I've no 
doubt, 

“Nicky is obviously one to watch 
at Newcastle but there are so many 


err 


= = 


good players on show and once 
they get the chance to prove them- 
selves then the future of Australian 
football is looking very healthy and 
will continue to grow if the nation- 
al side can reach the World Cup 
finals in 2006." 

Recently, there’s been a stem 
push to see Nick Carle reinstated 
into the Socceroos squad but his 
failure to follow the Olyroos prior 
to the Athens Olympic Games as a 
stand-by had affected bis call-up to 
Frank Farina’s squad. 
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best part of 90 minutes before 
conceding two goals in as 
many minutes. He continued 
the prectise through out the 
tourney; England's shot at 
glory ultimately ending in 
defeat. Parallels to our 
Australian teams can be 


Something 
‘Australian psyche says ‘have 
ago’. So when we change this 
philosophy, as was proven 
against the Saffas, we ate at 
sea. The problem seems mag- 
nified when you are inviting set. 
teams to attack a defence that 
is under strength, over aged 
and lacking pace. Vidmar and 
Popovic were turned more 
than pages in a good book. 
Moore is a good defender but 
not renowned for his pace. 
Having him martial the 
defence can only work with 
pacey lieutenants at-his side 
and that doesn't appear to be 
happening anytime soon, 


in the 


Frank : Farina's Olyroos 
were defending a 1-0 lead in 
the OFC. Under 
Toumament against New 
Zealand last January, It was 
smart; the Olyroos had strug- 
gledto find the net all day and 
had finally broken through. It 
was clear that the instruction 
had come from the beach to 
shut up shop. What was the 
teams reward for such defen- 


Farina is to be commended 7 
for giving this style a try, but % 
now that the results are evi- 
dent it should be filed back in 
the draw. Such philosophy 
needs to come from a 
‘Technical Director and taught 
at jusior level right through 
the system, a system that we 
currently don't have, With ini- 
tiatives under way for a 
national academy in Sydney 
‘we may soon have it, but for 
now we must play a game that 
suits our players and our mind 


crowd. 


South Africa's Delron Buckley (right) skips away 
from Australia's Brett Emerton and Vince Grella in 
B their Durban friendly. 
sive and smart thinking? A 
barrage of boos from the 


If Australia is to truly make 
the next step as a football 
nation we need to be able to 
adapt to which ever style is 
required against any given 
opponent. The national psy- 


che needs adjusting. It won't 
happen over night though and 
it won't happen before 
November. This team, 
‘Australia's most talented yet, 
will have to prevail with what 
they already have in their 
arsenal. 


Roar coach 
gives warning 


highly expensive marquee play- 
ms. 


Bleiberg says jealousy within a 
squad could result in poor on-field 
performances with some marquee 
players expected to pocket up to 
"six times" more than their team- 
mates. 

A-League clubs have been 
restricted in their search for expen- 
sive talent by the introduction of a 
$1.5 million salary cap. 

But each team is permitted one 
*manquee" player whose salary is 
exempted from 2 cap which is 
dwarfed by those of rival football 
codes. 

Players such as Birmingham 
City striker Dwight Yorke - 
already linked with Sydney FC - 
are being sought after as clubs 
search for a drawcard who can 
attract new fans to the fledgling 
league. 

Bleiberg said players needed to 
understand the reasoning behind 


GUEENSLAND 
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ina player whose contract 
‘was not included in the salary cap. 

"I believe the players need to 
understand that to be successful, 
we need to bring “an exceptional, 
expensive player in to play a cer- 
tain position," he told AAP. 

“But to start with someone 
‘who's earning six times more than 
the rest isn't a healthy situation.” 

Bleiberg said he didn't believe 
Yorke, 33, would openly dominate 
the league despite an illustrious 
European career. 

The former Manchester United, 
Aston Villa and Blackbum striker 
is the seventh highest goalscorer in 
the history of the English Premier 
League and has carved a reputation 
for being one of the most lethal fir 
ishers in the game. 

“Y'm sweating,” Bleiberg joked. 

"Dwight Yorke is a good player. 
If (Sydney FC) can get him then 
get him but I don't think soccer- 
wise, he's any threat to us." 

Bleiberg increased his squad to 
13 players with the signing of for- 
mer Brisbane Strikers sterling 
defender Josh McLoughan. 

McLoughan was signed by the 


Roar after starring for the club in 
the pre-season Silver Boots com- 
petition in Brisbane, 

"He fits our needs because he's 
tall, he's a good defender, good in 
the air and he's a left-footer,” said 
Bleiberg about the 27-year-old. 

"If you look at (English 
Premier League side) Chelsea, 
you'll see they are doing well 


Queensland Roar coach 
Miron Blelberg believes 
expensive marquee 
players could in turn 
disrupt certain 
A-League side's finances 


because they have strong defence 
and they're not conceding (goals)" 

More players are expected to 
sign with the Roar by the end of 
this week. 


VICTORY CHASING Ba Be 


NSW TALEN 


Victory have made it 
quite clear that the side will 
not only comprise of local 
talent, but various other 
state competitions will be 
looked at in order of filling 
out their roster for the new 
season in August. 

New coach in charge Ernie 
Merrick and operations direc- 
tor Gary Cole flew into 
Sydney last weekend ina bid 
to check up on possible new 
prospects for the Victory. 

The Victorian Premier 
League played out a blank 
weekend as a Victorian Select 
squad took on visiting 
‘Chinese side Tianjin Teda last 
Sunday evening. 

A whole host of Round 11 
fixtures were played in the 
NSW Premier League season 
where both Merrick and Cole 
were spotted on Saturday and 
Sunday 

It has become quite evi- 
dent that Sydney FC, 
Newcastle Jets and the 
Central Coast Mariners have 
all but snapped up the so 
called elite players from the 
NSW Premier League com- 


petition however, the 16-team 
league still sports a number of 
quality players who have yet 
to sign with a respective A- 
League club. 

Its been easily classed as 
the best state competition in 
Australia, the NSW Premier 
League this season has 
attracted some of the best 
players this nation has ever 


produced. 

Both Merrick and Cole 
have been aware of this thus 
their interests on local New 
South Wales players. 

Its believed that four play- 
ers have been penned down 
as the Victory's next new 


stars Adrian Leijer and 
Kristian Sarkies are quite 
close in securing a contract 
with the Victory. 

‘The pair are no strangers to 
coach Merrick as they played 
under the Scotsman at the 
Victorian Institute of Sport. 

Its also believed that for- 
mer Melbourne Knights 
youngsters Daniel 
Piorkowski and Steve 
Pantelidis is also said to be on 
the Victory’s books. 

‘They too played alongside 
each other with not only the 
Knights but the Young 


Melbourne Victory 
coach Erie Merrick 
was a keen spectator 

during last week's 

NSW Premier League 

games 
Socceroos also last season, 

So far the Victory have 
signed eight players in total 
with two hailing from 
Sydney. 

Blacktown City Demons 
and former AIS graduate 
Chris Tadrosse and ex- 
NSWIS and Sydney Olympic 
defender Mark Byrnes have 
already made the move across 
to rivals Victoria for the new 


year. : 
The pair have also experi- 
enced international careers in 
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the Joeys and Young 
Socceroos set-up. 

To this day, Merrick’s sign- 
ing of current hot-shot 
Socceroo striker Archie 
‘Thompson remains to be the 
A-League's finest signing 
with a few more surprises 
expected to be announced by 
the club shortly. 

A former Belgian interna- 
tional as recommended by 
new recruit Andy Vlahos 
could be on his way to 
Melbourne while two 
Australians playing abroad 
could make the trek back to 
their home-town. 

One player that has been 
identified has been former 
Carlton striker Joshua 
Kennedy. 

"We are in discussions 
with a Belgian national and 
we have made offers to two 
‘Australians playing over- 
seas,” Cole stated to the 
Sunday Times. 

“We are also not far away 
from finalising contracts with 
two locally-based players, 

‘The Assistant Coach's role 
at the club looks to be all but 
set. 

Former South Melbourne 
and Melbourne Knights 
coach Ken Murphy is 
believed to be the front run- 
ner in capturing the second in 
charge role to Merrick. 

Meanwhile, the A-League 
side has move even closer 
this week in settling on terms 
with its new home ground at 
the Telstra Dome, 


CONT 


r “Vhe sorry saga surrounding one of 
Australia's most promising young 
players, Ahmad Elrich has taken 

another turn. 

‘Three weeks ago the rising Socceroo mid- 
fielder hit out at English-based player man- 
agement agency, First Artist, accusing them 
of acting improperly in overseeing the deal 
that took the player on an eighteen month 
deal to K-League club, Busan Icons. 

"When someone shakes your hand, looks 
you in the eye and gives you their word, you 
trust them," Elrich told SBS's Toyota World 
Sports program. 

"With my Lebanese background, that's 
how we work." 

But CEO and part-owner of First Artist, 
Phil Smith has responded, claiming all their 
dealings were "above board 

"We didn't go behind anyone's back,” said 
Smith, 

"The contract that he (Elrich) signed with 
us meant that he paid us a fixed percentage 
of the guaranteed income he was getting.” 

"And our deal with the football club 
(Busan Icons), as it's common practice, was 
that there wes a certain small amount guar- 
anteed to us - we didn't look to exploit that at 
all." 

"There's nothing to hide, we're a public 
company and unfortunately he doesn't know 
what he's talking about,” the First Artist 
CEO told SBS ina phone link-up. 

A key element of the dispute revolves 
around an alleged $200,000 release clause 
that former Parramatta Power winger Elrich 
felt would form part of his agreement with 
the Korean club. 

But Smith claims that such a clause was 
never going to be accepted by the club. 

"There was nothing on offer in terms of a 
clause for him to go for a minimal amount of 
money," Smith stated. 

"He wanted a decent contract; he got a 
decent contract which - without breaching 
any confidentiality - included lump sums, 
guaranteed." 


Ollerton furious with 
VSF over Tianjin fizzer 


‘ictorian State coach 
Peter Ollerten has 
blasted the Victorian 
Soccer Federation for not 
supporting last Sunday's 
friendly match against 
Chinese Super League club, 


Tianjin. 7 

‘The game was organised to 
coincide with Chinese New 
‘Year celebrations and came 
thanks to the sister city rela- 
tionship being developed by 
Melbourne. Tianjin have 
brought their strongest squad, 
which includes three current 
internationals. 

But Ollerton grew angry 
after so many withdrawals 
from his Victoria squad and the 
Iow-key approach of the VSF. 

"By and large, the clubs 
have not been receptive to it. 

It’s not come at a very good 
time, as the new season is only 
two rounds old and now there 
is a break,” Ollerton told The 
‘Age. "If they wanted this to 
work, the VSF (Victorian 
Soccer Federation) have got to 
back it more. "They have got 
to come up with a demand for 
players to play if selected. At 
present, there are no penalties if 


‘you don't play, and it makes it 
difficult for whoever is the 
coach to get a settled squad. 
You end up asking players who 
play for you at club level 
because you know they are 
more likely to say yes. 

"Its a shame players take 
that view, because it is an 
‘opportunity for them to show 
themselves against intemation- 
al opposition.” 


ABSW (&) 
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Ahmad Elrich: Socceroo stars 
wants to put this transfer saga 
behind him to continue his 
footballing career in Europe 


"No club is going to do that and in the 
next breath say, yes of course you can go if 
you find a club that wants to buy you for 
200,000 pounds, dollars or whatever you 
‘want to call it” 

‘Smith said that they have tried numerous 
times to solve the impasse but have met with 
strong resistance. 

"I think he's shot himself in the foot. We 
tried very hard to mediate between him and 
the football club," he continued. 

“I think if he wanted to leave for the rea- 
sons that he said he wanted to leave, which 
was that he couldn't settle - and I strongly 
refute that - then he should have gone back 
there, faced it and talked to them about not 
being able to settle there.” 

While First Artist still holds the right to 
negotiate on Elrich's behalf for the next 12 
months, and the player showing no signs of 
returning to Korea - the messy affair may not 
have an end in sight and could cost 
‘Australian football one of its key players in 
a vital world Cup qualification year. 

*Source — SBS ‘The World Game‘ 


Victorian State team coach Peter Ollerton 
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CHIPPERFIELD STRIKES 
LIKE THUNDER 


By Peter Damalas 


ustralian coach Frank 
rina can be reasonably 

leased with the result 
achieved in last week’s friendly 
encounter against South Africa in 
the Durban downpour. 

Rain and thunderstorms threatened 
to disrupt proceedings on Thursday 
morning Australian time. 

In the second match over the past 
year between the two sides, it was the 
Australians this time that were forced 
toplay catch up after the hosts played 
the brighter football in the first half. 

Substituté Scott Chipperfield pro- 
duced a spectacular equaliser in the 
‘70th minute to claim a share of the 
spoils for the Socceroos. 

Just as bleary eyed Australian sup- 
porters would have noticed in the 


away match against Venezuela in 
Caracas last year, the national team 
allowed the opposition deep into their 
territory and squandered the initia 
tive. 

Farina made it clear that this fix- 
ture was to be considered an away- 
leg of a World Cup qualifier, which 
perhaps suggests that similar tactics 
of containment and counter-attack 
will be adopted in November, when 
Australia may haye fo trayel to a 
South American nation in the first 
Teg 

“T said to the players before the 
game to treat this like the first leg of 
an away qualifier and I would be 
‘more than happy to come away with 
this result from such a match,” Farina 
said. 

“Tf this was the first leg ofa World 
Cup Qualifier, everyone would be 


y. 

‘The lively South African line-up 
including established European stars 
Quinton Fortune, Benny McCarthy, 
Steven Pienaar and Shaun Bartlett- 
‘were a handful for the Socceroo back 
four. 

The left hand side of the defence, 
marshalled by Tonys Vidmar and 
Popovic (who are in the veteran 
class) was the logical target for the 
quicker Bafana Bafana players. 

Pienaar crossed from the right 
byline for Bartlett, who combined 
well with McCarthy who slotted 
home a left-footed effort beyond the 
outstretched arms of gozlkeeper 
Mark Schwarzer. 

McCarthy then set up Pienaar soon 
after, but his shot was deflected wide 
for a comer. 

Stung into action, and realising 
that the cautiously deep 4-5-1 forma- 
tion was not doing enough to stifle 
South Aftica’s playing from the back, 
and given the lack of support for 
front-man Paul Agostino, Farina 


By Joe Russo 


ccently in Viareggio for the 
International Under 20 club tour- 
ment known as the Coppa 
Carnevale, ABSW and Sunday Night 
Soccer on 98.5 FM caught up with Dez 
Giraldi, the young Australian who is cur- 
rently in outstanding form for Empoli. 
Originally @ Wollongong Wolves junior, 
Giraldi was offered the chance to trial at 
Empoli after the progressive Serie B club 
spotted him in Australia’s Under 17 team at 
the World Cup in Finland in 2003. 
“One of the agents of Vince Grella saw me 
over there and recommended me to the club,” 
Giraldi told listeners. “I came over to Italy to. 
trial and was lucky enough to secure a con- 
ae 
Giraldi, who signed a three year contract 
for Empoli in January 2004, described Empoli 
as a very professional club with an excellent 
junior set-up. 
“We are not up their with the likes of 


Juventus or AC Milan but we are a very good 
development club,” the former AIS player 
said. “Empoli have developed a lot of good 
players such as Montella and Di Natale and of 
course both Grella and Bresciano really learnt 
their trade at the club, 

“The Empoli set-up is improving all the 
time and they have just spent over 1.5 million 
‘euros on synthetic pitches to train on which 
will help both the juniors and the seniors.” 

In the recent match day program for the top 
of the table Serie B clash between Empoli and 
Hellas Verona, Giraldi was described as: “the 
Australian who is currently in outstanding 
form as evidenced by his two most important 
goals in the last three matches.” 

The article was referring to the fact that 
Giraldi bad scored the winning goal for 
Empoli’s Primavera (Under 20) team in the 
local derby against Fiorentina and the only 
goal in their first match in the Viareggio tour- 
nament against the very strong Maccabi Haifa 
‘of Israel, who went on to make the semi finals 
of the toumament. 


made some tactical changes. 

‘Debutant Jason Culina was pushed 
further forward alongside the central 
striker while Emerton switched 
flanks to the left. 

The move paid almost instant 
dividends, with Grella spotting 
Emerton with a cross-field ball. The 
Blackbum Rovers stalwart raced past 
‘the oncoming full-back and into the 
penalty area, only to be denied by 
Marlin with the first attempt and the 
eut-back. 

Farina was concemed about how 
his team effectively surendered 
momentum in the opening 
exchanges, but admitted that it was 
part of the plan, part of the exercise. 

“Certainly they had us under pres- 
sure in the first 20 minutes, more than 
I would have liked, but we changed a 
couple of things and got ourselves 
into the game, 

“It’s important in these games to 
stem the tide for the first 20-25 min- 
es and then see where we can go 
from there. We conceded a goal early 
tonight, but once we settled, I thought 
the players did well,” he said. 

The second half saw a stronger 
performance from the ‘green and 
gold’, who were playing a team kitted 
out in green and gold. 

Emerton sliced an effort wide after 
‘commencing the attack himself with- 
in ten minutes of the restart, before: 
Culina made way in the first of many 
substitutions in the second period, 

“Towards the end of the first half, 
[Culina] made some good runs, 
which is his strength and showed 
some nice touches, He copped a 
‘knock on bis ankle early in the sec 
cond half and that is why be came off, 
but I think he should be pleased with 
tis performance,” Farina said, 

‘The FC Twente creative midfield- 
er showed glimpses of his quality and 
he is sure to compete well for a spot 
in the starting eleven with the injured 
Tim Cahill, who headed a long absen- 
tee list which included messrs 
Kewell, Viduka, Aloisi, Muscat, 
Lazaridis; Kalac and Josip Skoko. 

Farina will be pleased with the 
abundance of creative midfield talent, 


Socceroo Tony Popovic kisses the ball after team mate 
Scott Chippertield scored during the international friendly 
match against South Africa 


although slotting them together in a 
well-balanced unit will certainly bea 
difficult task, 

When push comes to shove later 
on in the yeat, Farina may have bis 
‘options limited due to the fact thatthe 
team will need an effective defensive 
screen in midfield. 

Grella and Skoko are certainties in 
this area (the latter also capable of 
supporting the attack), Simon 
Colosimo is another option with Ned 
Zalic aso in the frame. 

“{ said when I started in this job 
that one of my key aims was 
improve the depth of the nationel 
team and to that end, tonight showed 
‘We've been pretty successful,” Farina 
commented. 


‘But the most pleasing part of the 
match was Chipperfield’s headline 
grabbing stike which secured the 


draw. The left midfielder- unlucky to 
be omitted from the starting team in 
favour of the retuming Danny Tiatto~ 
was first to a cleared header, and 
Tetumed the ball with interest, 

For the next set of matches against 
Iraq and Indonesia in March, the 
emphasis will more than likely be on 
continuing the fluid attacking style 
rather than concentrating on absorb- 
ing the opposition’s attack. 

While it is of vital importance that 
Farina gets his defensive house in 
order, he must find a way to further 
involve the centre forward. The likes 
of Viduka, Aloisi and Agostino 
require support and aboye all, need 10 
be scoring goals as well as holding 
the ball up. 

One gets the feeling that the mid- 
field will take care of itself. 


However, the young and affable Australian 
is certainly very aware of the fact that any- 
thing can happen in Italy and that success 
comes directly as a result of hard work. 

“tis a matter of doing your own work as 
well as what the club pushes you do to,” he 
told listeners. “It is very hard over here. No 
‘one is going to open doors for you so it makes 
it faily difficult, especially ‘when you are 
young and on your own. 

“However, Ihave my mind firmly focused 

‘on my goal and when you have your mind set 
‘on something, you need to head straight for 
it” 
The local media in Tuscany is also very 
aware of Giraldi’s potential. Gugliemo Funel, 
a radio broadcaster of all Empoli matches on 
Radio 4 (103 FM in Italy), which peaks at a 
staggering 800,000 listeners, said that the tal 
ented Australian is on the verge of senior team 
selection. 

“Hee is another Australian who will play in 
‘Empoli’s first team,” Funel said. “Just like 
Grella and Bresciano before him, Dez Giraldi 
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has already caught the first team coach Mario 
Somma’s attention. 

“He is very talented and the added benefit 
for Empoli is that he has an Italian passport. 
Everyone here in the media has noticed how 
well he is playing in the Primavera side.” 

Giraldi though is not getting carried away 
with his success and re-affirmed his commit 
‘ment to Australia and the Young Socceroos. 
“Obviously I want to be in the mix of 
things for Australia and be playing for the 
national team,” he said. 

“Tt is hard from my point of view to find 
out what is really going on in Australia 
because I never really know who is coming 
over here to watch. 

“T want to be part of Australia’s team and I 
need to prove that want to be there, with both 
my form and commitment. That is basically 
‘what it comes down to,” he concluded. 

Giradli became the fifth Australian ever to 


grace the pitches at Empoli. 
‘The trend started a few years ago when a 
young Marco Bresciano and Vince Grella first 


Empoli Primavera’s Australian star 
Dez Giradil (left) shown with 
ABSW's Joe Russo 
made the trek from Melboume to the tiny 

Tuscan village. 

Following the duo, Sydneysider Nick 
Stavroulakis and Melboume bom Frank 
Lagana scoa followed after them. 

Sunday Night Soccer airs weekly at 
10.00pm every Sunday on radio 98.5 FM in 
NSW. 


from the 
dressing sheds |,¥s 


Sydney FC to trial 
final players 


ith the Dwight Yorke transfer possi- 

bility surrounding A-League side 
Sydney FC, plans have been put in order 
by the Ian Crook led side to trial a final 
slot of players for the commencement of 
the league in August. 

It is believed that ten local based 
Australians plus ten overseas-based stars 
will go into a week’s trial under the watch- 
ful eye of Ian Crook and his staff in select- 
ing the final five spots. 

Rumoured names that will trial for the 


local based camp are Sydney Olympic’s 
Zenon Caravella, Canberra born Robbie 
Cattanach, Wollongong Wolves duo of 
Nick Stavroulakis and Daniel Alifif and 
also Central Coast’s Joe Schirripa who is 
currently battling injury but will do all that 
he can to make the trial. 

More names are 
set to follow the 
camp. 

Sydney  FC’s 
squad will begin \ 
training next SL 
Aa a NEY: 
NSW’s  Parklea 
headquarters. c= 

Meanwhile, reports have grown that it 
will be Ian Crook who will succeed the 
Sydney FC’s major post. 

‘After months of speculation that a num- 
ber of foreign based managers such as 
Brian Kidd, Arie Haan and John Gregory 
to name a few were linked to the job has 
come the news that Crook could be the 
main man at the A-League side. 

Its believed that if Yorke is snapped up 
by Sydney then Crook should gain the 
number one spot, 

Reports of Eddie Kmcevic becoming 
the club’s Assistant to Crook have also 
grown stronger. = 

‘Chippers’ 
strikes gold 

Basel midfielder Scotty Chipperfield 

will surely have staked his starting 
spot in Frank Farina’s squad after scoring 
an absolute cracker in the Socceroos 
friendly match against South Africa in 
Durban last week. 
Having set up a scorcher from at least 


Scotty Chippertield 


30 yards, Chipperfield smacked the ball at 
good flight to give the South African 
keeper no chance. 

‘The goal was seen numerous times in 
SBS and all the commercial stations and it 
was also beamed on various sport pro- 
grams from across the globe that no doubt 
got more used the name of Scott 
Chipperfield. 


Jets close to deals 
for Kohler, 
Newcastle youngster 
Bates 


‘ewcastle United Jets are set to con- 
firm the signing of Sydney Olympic 
midfielder Paul Kohler. 

‘The Sunday Telegraph says Newcastle 
ate close to completing their 20-man 
squad, with Kohler and English youngster 
Guy Bates set to put pen to paper, 

Kohler has been in outstanding form for 
Olympic and has been one of the players 
that should have gained an A-League con- 
tract a while ago with his consistency for 
his NSW Premier League club. 

Teenager Bates is with England's 
Newcastle United and was recommended 
to the Jets by their chairman Freddy 
Shepherd. 

Meanwhile, Jets chief Remo Nogarotto 
has played down reports that they could 
offer KV Oostende defender Paul Okon a 
coaching role, 

Jets are still waiting on Terry Venables 
to give them an answer about when he will 
jet out to Australia and its been suggested 
Okon could be offered a player-coaching 
job to fill the breach. 

"That's not part of the concept with 
Paul. We are talking to him as a player, 
that's all." Nogarotto said . 

Its been hinted that the Jets would love 
to sign either Okon or even former 
‘Socceroos defender Ned Zelic but cannot 
sign both of them for obvious reasons. 


Birmingham's Yorke 
loves Sydney 


ydney FC are banking on Dwight 

Yorke's love of Sydney to convince the 
Birmingham City striker to sign with 
them. 

‘The Sunday Telegraph says even at the 
peak of his popularity he was always on 
the plane to Sydney straight after his 
English commitments finished. 

The Trinidad & Tobago international 
was said to love the Sydney life, the 
beaches and the people. 

Sydney FC chairman Walter Bugno said 
the club was a "real chance" to get the sev- 
enth greatest goalscorer in English 
Premier League history. 

"It's a very competitive situation but we 
have a few things up our sleeves,” Bugno 
said - no doubt referring to the city itself as 
their main selling point. 

"Everything is so fragile and when it 
comes to money we are not in the same 
ball park as the Arab countries or Japan. 

"The real serious discussions are about 
to starL" Sydney FC will begin official 
talks with Yorke's representatives this 
week. 

However many people back in his 
homeland in Trinidad including his nation- 
al team coach believe that Yorke has afew 
more years ahead of him in the English 
Premier League. 


by Mark Stavroulakis 


Perth Glory coach 
McMahon: Let's 
keep kids here 


‘ew Perth Glory coach Steve 

McMahon has urged Australia's 
young players not to chase their European 
dreams too early. 

"Hopefully, we can keep hold of the 
younger Australian talent and have them 
Playing here for a while when they are 
developing their game,” he told the 
Sunday Age. 

"There's no point even (playing) in a 
Premier League reserve team. It's better to 
play first-team football leaming your 
trade. A lot of youngsters lose their way 
(when they go overseas and do not make a 
rapid breakthrough)." 

On his move to Australia, the Liverpool 
hero added: "The time and the opportunity 
‘was right now. Three to four years ago, I 
would probably have said no, but because 
things are happening here, it seemed a 
good opportunity. 

"[ have a one-year deal and a one-year 
option, That gives both parties a chance to 
assess whether it's going to work. 

"] just knew it was a growing football 
infrastructure in this country. 

"Everything else they do they are very 
successful at, and now they are trying to 
really put football on the map, so it 
seemed a great opportunity to be part of 
that.” 


Gaddafi enjoying 
Sydney’s party life 


aadi Gaddafi can be spotted at any elite 

nightclub of Sydney after the famous 
Libyan has been sighted numerous times 
across Sydney’s nightlife scene from vari- 
‘ous clubbers from across the city. 

Gaddafi was last seen with quite a large 
entourage at Sydney’s Soho Bar having a 
whale of time with his guests. 

‘One parton at the club, Sean Sampson 
stated that Gaddafi was lapping up the 
Sydney club scene. 

“He really enjoyed his time, Many peo- 
ple wondered who these people were as 
they all walked in droves but being an avid 
football fan and noticing Gaddafi, I knew 
straight away.” 


Tt was not all fun and games for the 
Perugia star, last week he met with 
Foreign Minister Alexander Downer and 
‘Trade Minister Mark Vaile, he also visited 
the massive AIS complex and was a guest 
at a number of high profile functions 
including a film festival evening at Bondi 
Icebergs where it is believed Gaddafi hired 
out the whole place. 

"T've been very excited with this beau- 
tiful country .. I brought with me my 
national team and have enjoyed introduc- 
ing my country through sport." 


May 7 - First 
Glimpse of A-League 
clubs 


A ustralian football fans mark the 7th of 

y down in your diaries as the 

‘opening phase of the Australian qualifica- 
tion series kick’s off in Gosford. 

The games organized are: Sydney FC to 
take on the Queensland Roar while the 
Newcastle Jets will entertain home side 
the Central Coast Mariners which will 
kick start-the rivalry between the two A- 
League clubs. 


Henderson returns 
to Marconi fold 


‘arconi legend Tony Henderson is 

back in the Stallions’ stable as assis- 
tant coach to Zlatko Nasteyski in the NSW 
Premier League. 

A former Marconi and Australian cap- 
tain, Henderson was appointed this week 
to assist Nastevski, who's in his first sea- 
son in charge of Marconi. The Stallions 
are currently 9th in the NSW Premier 
League. 

Henderson and Nastevski were team- 
mates in Marconi’s 1988 NSL champi- 
onship side, a famous victory secured 
when ‘Hendo’ converted the winning 
penalty kick in the shoot-out. They still 
share a kickabout in the Granville over 35s 
competition. 

“Tt’s great to be back at Marconi,” said 
Henderson. “just want to help the club at 
avery critical time, 

“Obviously, Marconi is my football 
home and I have great memories, but right 
now I’m concemed about getting some 


Saadi Gaddafi: The Libyan star has been a constant figure In the 
‘Australian media (Photo By Carlos Furtado) 


ABSW(} 


more passion and commitment into the 
way we go about things, We have to get on 
with it and not dwell on the history.” 

After the Stallions loss to the Blue 
Devils last week a growing concer on the 
future of Nasteyski at the club taken place. 

Rumours are flying rife that former 
‘Australian youth coach Les Schienflug 
conld be the club’s new successor, 

Stay tuned! 


Who's been left out 
in the cold? 


owing Paul Kohler’s signing to the 
Newcastle Jets last week came the 
news that there are still a handful of for- 
mer National League stars that have yet to 
be snapped up by any A-League side. 

Such stars include Sydney United 
marksman Pablo Cardozo, Sydney United 
defender Ante Juric who is believed to be 
on his way to Asia, Matthew Bingley, Ben 
Blake, Peter ‘Tsekenis, Nahuel Arrarte, 
Luke Roodenberg, Scotty Thomas, Troy 
Halpin, Brad Maloney, Daniel Watkins, 
David Huxley and Robbie Stanton to 
name a few. 

‘These players mentioned plus another 
dozen are all currently playing for their 
respective NSW Premier League sides but 
haye yet to gain interest from any A- 
League side which has really quizzed this 
editor. 


INTER LIONS - 
TEAM OF THE 
FUTURE 


name Inter, so famously set out by 

Serie A glamour side Inter Milan has 

unearthed an up and coming team in the 
NSW State League Division. 

Currently in Division One of the NSW 
league, Inter Lions led by former Sydney 
Olympic youth coach George Paradisis 
has changed the outlook of the squad ever 
since his inclusion into the club two sea- 
sons ago. 

‘Para’ has brought the club two divi- 
sions up in his first two years and is 
ptimmed to take the Lions to the Winter 
Super League next season. 

With the competition kicking off in 
March, the Lions will have the best possi- 
ble ground in which they will hope to 
make their fairytale run continue. 

Concord Oval, a ground that was to be 
used by so many former Sydney National 
League clubs will accommodate the club. 

Names such as Australian Futstal stars 
Lachlan Wright and Paul Lombardo and 
up and coming youngsters Anthony 
Sarmonikas and Steven Bandouvakis have 
been highlighted by “Para’ as players to 
watch out for, 

Former NSW Premier League stars are 
also said to be on the club’s list as guests 
players during the season, 
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Victoria defeats 


Tianjin in Mayors’ Cup 


attractions in the neighbour- 


a 


‘ictoria takes a nar- 

row one-nil lead into 

the second leg of the 
Mayors' Cup after winning 
the first leg by the only goal 
of the game at Bob Jane 
Stadium on Sunday against 
Chinese side Tianjin Teda. 

Essendon's Michael 
Curcija celebrated his retum 
to Bob Jane Stadium where 
he had played many times for 
South Melbourne in the NSL, 
netting midway through the 
first half. 

"(The win was) very pleas- 
ing really, because that was 
only the third time we'd been 
together. What we worked on 
produced the goods for us," 
Victoria coach Peter Ollerton 
said. 

"We were steady at the 
back. I think it could have 
been a few more.” 

Speaking through an inter- 
preter, Tianjin coach Liu 
Chun Ming said "We knew 
that it would bea tough game. 
People in Australia are very 


tall and strong. 

“(it was) a good game for 
(our) preparation. Chinese 
football is comparatively skil- 
ful, but our (physical condi- 
tioning) is not as good as 
Australian players," 

‘The second leg is due to be 
played in China in June, and 
VSF CEO Tony Pignata 
spoke of his intention to recall 
Victoria's Mark Viduka and 
Archie Thompson for that 
match. 

Ollerton was happy to con- 
sider the addition of this pair 
to his squad. 

"(But) I don't know (if 
they'd get a place) we're win- 
ning one-nil now and I'm not 
too sure,” he said with a 
smile. 

Ollerton had been reported 
carlier in the week as being 
disappointed with the com- 
mitment of selected players - 
the starting eleven for exam- 
ple contained several new 


faces from the published 


squad_ 
"We (were) still phoning 
players on Friday,” he said. 


ROUND RESULTS 


No matches played this weekend due to the 
Victorian State team clash against visiting Chinese 


side Tianjin 


Green Gully Cavs 
Oakleigh Cannons 
Heidelberg United 
Essendon Royals 
South Melbourne 
Frankston Pines 
Sunshine Georgies 
Bentleigh Greens 
Preston Lions 
Bulleen Zebras 
Altona Magic 
Melbourne Knights 
Fawkner-Whittesea 
St. Albans Saints 


A 
1 
2 
0 
2 
0 
2 
1 
4 
3 
3 
3 
2 
3 
3 


"We had pull-outs froma cou- 
ple of clubs. 

“T think the VSF have got 
to tell clubs that (selected 
players who do not attend) 
will cop a one match suspen- 
sion. T've played for Victoria 
and Australia - why should [ 
hold back players playing at a 
(higher) level?" 

‘The Chinese side was play- 
ing some attractive football 
early although the more phys- 
ical approach of the 
Victorians made for an 
intriguing contest. 

One early piece of trickery 
down the right wing by Cao 
Yang gave him some space 
despite being tracked by two 
Victorians. 

Cao whipped in a low near- 
post cross which was met by 
the on-rushing Zhang Shu 
Dong - one the striking pair 
employed by Tianjin. 
Zhang's header beat _ 
Theoklitos at the near post but 
found the post rather than the 
net, allowing the Victorian 
defence to clear. 

The opening period was to 


By Alan Clark 


akleigh Cannons 
jand Bentleigh 
Greens start the 
action of round three on 
Friday night in a local 
derby of some interest. 

Cannons will want the win 
to keep apace with early lead- 
ers Green Gully, whilst 
Greens will be hoping last 
round’s victory = over 
Champions 

Bulleen was a sign its sea- 
son has prospects. 

Cannons in a narrow win. 

‘There are three Saturday 
games: Melboume Knights 
hosts Essendon Royals and 
after just one point from its 
first two outings, Knights will 
be keen to obtain the win. 

Essendon's Michael 
Curcija is on fire for Royals 
and if he scores, it'll likely be 
Royals' win. 

Draw, 

Frankston Pines takes on 
South Melbourne at 
Monterey Reserve. 

Pines has had one good 
win and one loss so far and 
would fancy its chances 
against the visitors. 

South is probably doing 
better than many pundits pre- 
dicted and another good 
result here will cause some to 
rethink. 

Pines to win. 

Altona Magic plays. 
Fawkner/Whittlesea at 
Paisley Park. Both teams’ 
early results are disappointing 
and a further loss will be 
tough to take for both sets of 


supporters. 
Magic and the combina- 
tion had players participating 


prove the only time when 
Tianjin looked the better side, 
as gradually Victoria took 
control. 

Midway through the first 
half, Victoria took the lead in 
one of its first attacks of note. 
Billy Celeski burst through a 
square Tianjin back fine and 
saw Curcija taking up a sup- 
Porting position to his left. 
Drawing the keeper, Celeski 
laid the ball off to. Curcija 
who volleyed home from 
twelve metres. 

Showing neither side was 
taking the game too lightly, 
Cameron Pino and Wang 
Xiao found themselves 
booked for some overly 
aggressive play just before 
the half-hour, and Marcus 
Stergiopoulos likewise just-a 
few minutes later. 

‘Two more Tianjin players 
followed before the break for 
similar offences as tempers 
threatened to boil over. 

"The game's about being 
physical as well as being skil- 
ful," said Ollerton, 

‘The game continued in fine 


balance, but neither side was 
able to craft much in the way 
of goal-chances. 

Cao, sensing the way in 
which the Victorian defence 
‘was soubbing out forays far- 
ther forward, let loose a sur- 
prise shot from 30 metres 
which zipped through the air 
angle until the alert Michael 
Theoklitos intervened. 

‘Cao had another opportu- 
nity with a quarter hour still to 
play, this time from much 
closer after he was set free 
down the inside left channel 
by La Yan. 

A desperate _last-gasp 
defensive lunge diverted the 
ball away for a comer after 
Stuart Webster. 

Sasha Becvinovski almost 
extended the lead with ten 
minutes when he latched onto 
across from Josip Kosic from 
the right after a comer, how- 
ever goalkeeper Liu Yun Fei 
was down smartly to smother. 

‘The VSF would have been 
disappointed by the sparse 
attendance, although to be 
fair, there were competing 


hood making access difficult, 
and aNew Year festival in the 
CBD was the preferred venue 
for many celebrants. 

‘Tianjin completes its trip to 
Melbourme with games 


Adrian Cervinski: Scored the winning goal for North Geelong 


in the State side but all came 
through without drama. 

Draw. 

‘Two Sunday games follow. 
St Albans Saints host Green 
Gully in Gully's third derby in 
three rounds. 

Its hard to see Gully drop- 
ping points to the winless 
Saints. 

Green Gully to win. 

Sunshine Georgies back up 
last round's tough game with 
another, this one when it 
plays host to Preston Lions. 
Lions has managed two 
draws in its first two games 
but should break through fora 

Bulleen Zebras take on 
Heidelberg on Monday to 
complete the round. 

Zebras supplied the largest 
contingent to the State side 
‘bot all came away unscathed. 


Heidelberg looks a solid out- 


fit over the first twe-games 
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and should at least match 


Draw. 

Meanwhile Defending 
champion North Geelong 
qualified for the final of the 
25th Geelong Advertiser Cup 
with a hard-fought two-one 
win over Hoppers Crossing 
on Sunday night. 

Alan Vella powered home 
a fierce header from a Lee 
Doig comer afier 11 minutes 
to give Hoppers the early 
lead. North’s central defend- 
rs, four time NSL champion, 
David Cervinski, and another 
former Melbourne Knight, 
Tom Batur, failed to pick up 
‘Vella’s late incursion. 

North stutteredbut after 
Daniel Stocki had brought out 
a brilliant save from Joel 
Gribben, he read a cross from 

__-pesition for a simple tap in. 
‘North's winner came deep in 


the second half and will be 
the luckiest goal in Adrian 
Cervinski's stellar career, as 
an attempted clearance rico- 
cheted off the striker and into 
the back of the net. 

In the early match several 


against Melbourne 
Knights on Wednesday 16 
February, and South 


Melbourne on Tuesday 22 


February, Five more players 
are to join the Tianjin tour by 


Geelong players were late for 
the kick-off forcing the club 
to start with reserve keeper 
Michael Hayes in attack and 
team manager Will Talev in 
midfield. 

Nevertheless Geelong 
proved too strong for Bell 
Park, who lost Daniel de 
Simone to injury early on. 
Francisco Cisternas and 
‘Tommy Stojkovski scored for 
Geelong, the latter courtesy 
of an error by Bell Park keep- 
er Duarte Henriques 

Mark Gstalter pulled a goal 
back before the break, only 
for Roger Cull to restore 
Geelong's the two-goal cush- 
ion. Substitute Raffaele 
Giorgio’s late goal set up a 
rousing finish but Geelong 
held on to win three-two. 

Geelong. Geelong must be 
the favourite to face North in 
the final. 

‘The grand final will be 
played at North Geelong’s 
Elcho Park on Sunday at 
5.30pm. 


‘arconi Stallions’ face a tumul- 

tuous week both on and off the 

park following the disastrous 
2-1 defeat by the Blue Devils last 
Saturday night in the NSW Premier 
League. 


Without a win in five starts at ‘the 
Palace! in Bossley Park and with a tough 
un of matches ahead, the glamour club's 
season is on the brink. 

‘To make matters worse, Marconi has 
lost its two best players in Nick Carle and 
Matt Thompson, who have departed to 
begin pre-season training with the 
Newcastle Jets in the new A-League. 

Currently adrift in the bottom eight, the 
Stallions have appointed former Socceroo 
and Marconi great Tony Henderson as 
assistant coach to Zlatko Nastevski in a bid 
to inject some passion into the ailing for- 
mer NSL giants. 

"T was surprised at how bad things are 
there," said Henderson. "There are a num- 
ber of issues that need urgent attention 
including the playing staff and their fitness 
and well be addressing those in the next 
few weeks." 


SOCCER NSW 


Zlatko Nastevski has a few things 
on his mind 

Henderson has also hinted ata shake-up 
in the first-grade squad to find a winning 
formula. This Sunday night Marconi 
makes the trip to Bankstown to face the 
fourth-placed Lions, 

Meanwhile in the boardroom, the 
Marconi Soccer committee is due to meet 
on Tuesday night to consider the crisis. 
‘The future role of Zlatko Nastevski is 
expected to be high on the agenda. Morris 
Licata, Marconi Soccer Chairman was 
unavailable for comment, 


SLAVKO DACESVKI 


he soccer community is 

mourning the loss of former 

Yogoslav international and 
New South Wales representative 
Slayko Daceyski, aged 73. 

Bom in the former republic of 
Yugoslavia, Dacevski made his mark 
with FC Vardar and FC Red Star 
Belgrade appearing with the national 
team on a number of occasions. 

Immigrating to Australia in 1964 in 
his early 30s he joined First Division 
club Yugal and within months of his 


Slavko Dacevski 1932-2005 


arrival debuted for New South Wales 
against the touring Russian club side 
‘Torpedo Moscow. 

As a defender or midfielder 
Dacevski excelled in an era of soccer 
which was dominated by high profile 
overseas imports and continued his 
playing career well into his 40s. His 
coaching career included such clubs as 
Sydney Macedonia (now known as 
Bankstown City Lions), Rockdale 
Tinden, White City, Preston Lions and 
Footscray JUST, 

Forever a lover of the world game 
Daceyski coached White City in last 
season's First Division at the age of 72. 
Sadly Daceski passed away on Tuesday 
February 8 2005, funeral details are yet 
to be announced. 

Two of his former clubs — 
Bankstown and Rockdale — have taken 
the lead in organising the funeral and 
planning a tribute to the late ‘Dace’ 
Dacevski. A fund-raising night to assist 
with the funeral costs. Former Socceroo 
coach Rale Rasic will be the guest 
speaker, further details to be announced 
shortly. 

For any further enquiries, please con- 
tact Louie Apostolovski 0407 287 547 
or Mendo Cklamovski 0419 287 907. 
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LIF TOUT 


NO SLEEP WITH 
GOAL TO KEEP 


One day you're part of the Socceroos 
intemational in South Africa, the next 
you're racing up the F3 freeway to play for 
APLA.-Leichhardt in the NSW Premier 
League — such is the busy life of goal- 
keeper Clint Bolton. 

An outstanding start to the season saw 


the Sydney FC recruit eam a call up to. - 


Frank Farina’ side last week, where he sat 
on the bench behind incumbent goalkeep- 
er Mark Schwarzer in the Socceroos 1-1 
draw in Durban. 

After arriving home late on Friday 
night, Bolton was hurriedly called into 
action on Saturday for an appointment 
with Central Coast United at Gosford, 
With back-up goalkeeper Steve Angelov 
ruled out on the day with a knee injury, 
Bolton raced up the F3 and was working 
overtime to help his side claim an uncon- 
vincing 1-1 draw. 

Bolton will hopefully be over his jetlag 
when the Tigers play host to former NSL. 
champions Wollongong Wolves this 
Sunday at Lambert Park After limping 
through the first half. of the season, the 
Wolves are desperate to end a run of four 
games without a win and start the long 
road back to respectability. 

Wolves coach Adrian Alston is under 
pressure to secure a couple more names to 
add to a squad of just fourteen players 
ahead of the transfer deadline on February 
28th. 


PETRIE'S 
SURPRISE 
APPEARANCE 


Eyebrows were raised on Sunday night 
by the appearance of Blacktown's 
Scottish-born striker Stewart Petrie in their 
match against Sydney Olympic at Oki 
Jubilee Oval, 

Petrie has been ruled out with suspen- 
sion earlier in the week after picking up 
five yellow cards and eaming the custom- 
ary one week suspension, but a bureau- 
cratic loophole enabled Petrie to take his 
place in the starting eleven much to the joy 
of coach Brian Brown, who had consid- 
ered him unavailable. Petrie inclusion has 
led to some heated discussion down 
Olympic way.” 

Speaking of Olympic it seems the four 
week suspension dished out to striker 
Esala Masi will be challenged. Masi was 
sent off in the 4th minute of Olympic's 2-2 
draw with Bankstown City two weekends 
ago after clashing with Lions midfielder 
Marc Hoenselsars, The appeal is likely to 
be heard this week. 


ito ae ee than one 


SOCCER IN 
RUNNING FOR 


AWARDS 

‘The sport of soccer features prominent- 
ly in the list of finalists in the NSW 
Annual Sports Awards, conducted by the 
NSW Sports Federation. The awards will 
be announced at a gala dinner tonight 
(Tuesday) at the Superdome at Sydney 
Olympic Park. 

Sally Shipard has been nominated as 
Junior Athlete of the Year after a stunning 
2004. Sally was the youngest player in the 
2004 Athens Olympic football toummament 
and later was named as one of the eleven 
best and most promising players at the 
2004 FIFA UI9 Women's World 
Championship in Thailand Sally. 

The state governing body Soccer NSW 
has been nominated as Organisation of the 
Year following another successful year in 
2004 as the largest state sporting body in 
Australia. 


The number of players increased by 
4.49% in the last year to have a record 
179,478 registered players in 2004. The 
growth was largely due to the 25.16% 
increase in female registration. In 2004 
Soccer NSW helped 1634 people complete 
their coaching licences and introduced a 
female only junior license course. Soccer 
NSW was also instrumental in building the 
successful franchise for the new Hyundai 
A-League competition, under the name 
Sydney FC. 

Manly Warringah stalwart Keith Pester 
and Soccer NSW Vice-President Jim 
Forrest have both been nominated for 
Distinguished Long Servi 

The Qantas National Talent 
Identification Championships has been 
nominated as Event of the Year, while 
Soccer NSW CEO Robert Waddell has 
been nominated as Administrator of the 
Year. Socceroo legend, the late Johnny 
‘Warren has been nominated for a Special 
Recognition Award. 
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MARCONI STALLIONS . 


2 

Marconi once again collapsed late in 
the match, this time a late goal from 
Robbie Cattanach delivered a 2-1 win to 
the Blue Devils. Four times this season 
Marconi has conceded goals in the dying 
minutes of play. The loss sees Marconi 
drop out of the top eight and into a pre- 
carious ninth spot still two points adrift of 
making the cut. 


ROCKDALE CITY SUNS 2 
WOLLONGONG WOLVES ......1 

Wollongong Wolves face the very real 
threat of relegation following their 2-1 
defeat by Rockdale City Suns on Saturday 
night. Coach Adrian Alston putting the 
shock loss down to "inexperience" as he 
seeks to try and lift.a side that has slumped 
to 13th on the competition table, 


PENRITH NEPEAN UNITED ....3 
ST. GEORGE SAINTS . 2 

Penrith-Nepean United staked their 
claim for a top: eight spot beating St. 
George Saints with a late penalty in a tor- 
rid game at Cook Park. 

Emotions spilled over between the two 
teams when Roger Galayini was bundled 
‘over in stoppage time to set up Trent 
Worrell for the match winning penalty 
Kick. 


MANLY ... a 
2 

Bankstown City Lions substitute 
Daniel Severino could just be the man 
player/cocch Peter Tsekenis is looking for 
after he scored a brilliant goal to set up the 
2-0 win over Manly. 

Afier losing Saso Petrovski to the A- 
League, Tsekenis will be tempted to push 
Severino into the starting 1! next week 
after an exciting cameo performance. 


SYDNEY UNITED . 3 
CRESCENT STAR 1 
Sydney United continued along their 
winning way last Friday night with a 3-1 
win over bottom side Sydney Crescent 
Star. Never threatened at any stage, 


Not much to cheer about: Parramatta Eagles goal scorers Richie 
Cardozo (left) and Michael Brown's goals were not enough as the 
White Eagles stormed home with a four-two victory 


United kept their two-point lead at the top 
of the table ahead of a difficult away trip 
to Canberra this weekend. 


AP.LA-LEICHHARDT . al 

Central Coast coach Grant Lee has spo- 
en out about the club's financial situation 
following the 1-1 draw with APLA- 
Leichhardt on Saturday night. 

"The club is fiancially secure and we 
are moving forward with our plans to keep 
playing good football and make the top 
eight," said Lee, amid gloomy forecasts 
by others around Gosford. 

Tlija Prenzoski celebrated his NSW 
call-up with Central Coast's only goal of 
the match. 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC . od 
BLACKTOWN CITY DI wad 

Sydney Olympic coach Michael 
‘Unukalo suffered his first loss since taking 
charge a month ago. Olympic without five 
regulars including goalkeeper Brett 
Hughes tried hard, but lacked the experi- 
ence of the Blacktown City Demons who 
won 2-1. 


BONNYRIGG .. A 
PARRAMATTA . 32 
Bonnytigg posted their fourth straight 
win disposing of a lack-lustre Parramatta 
Eagles 4-2. In the absence of star forward 
Bobby Despotovski, twin strikers Tallan 
Martin and Michael Baird stepped up 
scoring three of their side's four goals. 


Home Team 
Bankstown Clty Lions 
Sydney Crescent Star 


SUNDAY 20 FEBRUARY 
Away Team 
Marconi Stallions 
Rockdale City Suns 
A.P.LA. Leichhardt Tigers Wollongong Wolves 


NSW PREMIER LEAGUE 
ROUND 11 FIXTURES 


SATURDAY 19 FEBRUARY 


MID WEEK RESULTS 


GRADE 20: Blacktown City Demons 1 (B Vidaic 67’) Australian Institute of 
Sport 4 (G King 26’, C Watson 40”, C Nunes 53’, D Thornton 69”). 


ROUND 10 RESULTS 


FIRST GRADE: Sydney United 3 (P Cardozo 8", F Pasisi 21°, L Haliti 79°) 
Sydney Crescent Star 1 (S Dawd 28° Penalty), Manly Warringah Dolphins 0 
Bankstown City Lions 2 (D Severino 79’, 82"), Mareoni Stallions 1 (J Kencevski 
26") Blue Devils 2 (D Wells 52’, R Cattanach 91’), Penrith Nepean United 3 (C 
Lewis 22°, R Galayini 44’, T Worell 90’ Penalty) St George Saints 2 (J Buonavoglia 
4’, own goal 52°), Central Coast United 1 (I Prenzoski 66°) A.PLA. Leichhardt 
Tigers 1 (J Dierkes 73"), Rockdale City Suns 2 (D Alilovic 6°, N Bosevski 91°) 
Wollongong Watves 1 (P Harries 50°), Sydney Olympic 1 (M Musumeci 79°) 
Blacktown City Demons 2 (5 Maguire 42’, T Faria 52°), Parramatta Eagles 2 (M 
Brown 35', R Cardozo 82’) Bonnyrige White Eagles 4 (J Sobezyk 25’, M Baird 42°, 
M Tallon 48/60"), 

GRADE 20: Sydney United 1 (T Spencer 66") Sydney Crescent Star 1 (E Turk 
52’), Manly Warringah Dolphins 0 Bankstown City Lions 3 (J Lawson 21’, R 
Mileski 25’, J Hardy 71"), Marconi Stallions 3 (E Anabalon 23", R Perinich 30°, D 
Rossi 48") Blue Devils 0, Penrith Nepean United 1 (P Somogyi) St George Saints 1, 
Central Coast United 0 A.PILA. Leichhardt Tigers 0, Rockdale City Suns 0 
‘Wollongong Wolves 2 (P Cappuccio 39°, Dean Kerr 54’), Sydney Olympic 0 
Blacktown City Demons 0, Parramatta Eagles 1 Bonnyrigg White Eagles 4, 


INTERNATIONAL FRIENDLY: Sydney United 1 - Libya 4 


TOP GOALSCORERS 
As at Sunday 13th February 2005 


Adam Kwasnik (BCD) 

Nick Bosovski (RCS), Robbie Cattanach (BD) 

Labinot Haliti (SU), Ilia Prenzoski (CCU), 

Brent Fisher (MU), Esala Masi (SO), Bobby Despotovski (BWE), 
Pablo Cardozo (SU), Tallan Martin (BWE) 

Tanju Balabanel (SG), Daniel Watkins (SG), Luke Tomich (PNU), 
Shane McGirr (WW), Nick Carle (MS), Sargun Dawd (SCS), 
Roger Galayini (PNU), Tony Faria (BCD), Michael Baird (BWE) 


FIRST GRADE 


Blacktown City Demons 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
Bankstown City Lions 
Rockdale City Suns 
ALA. Leichhardt Tigers 
‘St George Saints 
Sydney Olympic 
Marconi Stallions 
Penrith Nepean United 
Central Coast United 
Blue Devils 

Wollongong Wolves 


HWUNNoOMERRUHOWYS 
VNYAHANOMANNMANDRAONGD 


Marconi Stallions 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
Australian Institute of Sport 
Central Coast United 
Blacktown City Demons 
Parramatta Eagles 
Penrith Nepean United 
Sydney United 

Manly United FC. 
‘Wollongong Wolves 

St George Saints 

Blue Devils 

Bankstown City Lions 
APA. Leichhardt Tigers 
‘Sydney Crescent Star 
Rockdale City Suns ~ 
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Born-Again Demon 
Helps Down Olympic 


orn-again Demon Naoki Imaya 
inspired Blacktown City 
Demons to their seventh win in 
10 games when they accounted for a 
very youthful Sydney Olympic 2-1 at 
OKI Jubilee Stadium on Sunday. 
Naoki Imaya, who returned to 
Blacktown after spells with Canberra 
Cosmos and Swiss club Neuchatel, 
looked the part in his first game back. 
Josh Maguire, another player brought 
back into the side was just as vital, getting 
in an easy finish to a smart piece of work 


WHO'S HOT: Josh Maguire, 
returning to the side after a break, 
produced one of his better efforts to 
shine in the midfield, score a goal 
and set up another. 


WHO'S NOT: Stewart Petrie, a 
susprise inclusion in the Demons’ 
line-up and sharing the attacking 
duties with Tony Faria, was a disap- 
pointment on this occasion. 


‘X-FACTOR: The return of Naoki 
Imaya was the inspiration for 
Blacktown whose creative drive 
came largely from he and Maguire, 
the hard work of Imaya, who was 
Tater to concede a penalty, when 
Clearly tiring, justifying his being 
rushed back into the side after a long 
absence overseas. 


Nepean United's ‘home 
‘boys’ once again rose to the occa- 
sion at Cook Park to get the bet- 


ter of St George Saints in an 
enthralling five-goal contest, Penrith 
has lost only once in five home games 
this season. 

The win over the experienced St. 
George came in trying circumstances 
after the reliable boot of John 
Bounavoglia gave an early goal. 

Unttended in the Penrith penalty box, 
Bounavoglia struck a well-placed shot 
wide of Necevski. The first fifteen min- 
utes of the game saw St. George use the 
width of the park to pin Penrith within 
their own half of the field, leaving United 
to work hard in defence. 

The 22nd minute of the game saw 
Penrith-Nepean tum the game on its head 
with a stunning strike by Chad Lewis 
from 25 metres. Chad received the ball, 
turned and beat a defender before 
unleashing a shot that Andrew Crews in 
goal for St. George tried in vain to save, 

‘The goal lifted Penrith and the game 
improved as a spectacle, with both teams 
showing more commitment and attacking 
flair, 


Departing Olympic 

Paul Kohler (left) battles 
Blacktown’s man of the moment 
Naokl Imaya 
by Imaya gave his side the lead two min- 
utes before the break. 

Importantly for Demons' coach Brian 
Brown, the win snapped a three game los- 
ing streak on the road and consolidated 
Blacktown in second spot. 

Experience told for the Demons, who 
were without the suspended Adam 
‘Kwasnik and the injured Dane Hokin and 


St. George created a few chances and 
the technical side of their game was a 
pleasure to watch. The defence of Penrith 
held firm and they continued to counter 
attack with quality. One of these counter 
attacks in the 44th minute resulted in a 
fine team goal finished by Roger 
Galayini An interchange of passes 


Penrith’s Peter Bennett was 
solid as rock against the Saints 


Bobby Dragas. To the surprise of many, 
Scottish import Stewart Petrie took his 
place in the side, even though he had been 
expected to be sidelined for this game 
through suspension, 

With Kwasnik out, Tony Faria was 
pushed up front where he could use his 
explosive pace to best effect and it was 
this factor that probably turned the game 
the Demons’ way after a quiet opening 
spell by both teams. 


All that changed in the 43rd with the 
Maguire goal and then eight minutes after 
the restart, and with Owens having to 
come off with a corked thigh, Olympic 
found themselves two goals down. 

Cem Akilli, Olympic's latest keeper, 
with Brett Hughes apparently moved on, 
made two saves in rapid succession to 
deny Kain Rastall and Maguire, but the 
former Bonnyrigg and Crescent Star man 
could do nothing about Faria's gcal in the 
53rd. 

Maguire sent the speedy wingman 
clear down the left and with defenders in 
his wake, Faria volleyed superbly into the 


roof of the net, from 15 yards, to make it 
20. 

Tt was the kind of goal to dampen the 
spirits of the best of teams, but Olympic 
did fight back well. 

They had two appeals for handball, in 
the box, turned down by referee Alex 
Glasgow, when an assistant’s flag 
appeared to have been raised, but they 
eventually earned a spot kick in the 80th, 


@ St George Saints 


after Imaya came into contact with substi- 
tute Steve Baveas, though the incident did 
not look anywhere near as blatant as the 
handball had done. 

Marino Musumeci was able to convert, 
via a rebound off the left post, to make it 
2-1. Olympic might have done better, had 
Elrich beea able to keep the ball down, 
bat several times he skied chances, when 
well placed to score. 


PENRITH'S 'HOME BOYS' TAKE 
POINTS WITH LA TE PENALTY 


between Peter Bennett, Luke Boyd, Luke 
Tomich, and Nathan Fleetwood, saw 
Fleetwood deliver the telling ball for 
Galayini sneak in unmarked and place the 
ball past a forlom Crews. 

Befitting of a high quality squad, St. 
George came at Penrith early in the sec- 
ond balf and looked threatening, A dan- 
gerous ball whipped across from the left 
by St. George saw the ball turned into his 
own net by an unfortunate Ryan Noble to 
level the scores once again. It was a trav- 
esty for Noble, who otherwise produced 
another good performance. 

‘This setback for Penrith did not dent 
the home side's resolve, with the team 
remaining competitive and producing 
good, attacking football. 

Penrith-Nepean rode their luck, twice 
clearing off their goal line in the space of 
10 seconds. They did this and nearly 
‘scored at the other end within 30 seconds. 
Penrith, who the previous week saw the 


game change courteous of a penalty, were 
this week the recipients of a penalty in the 
88th minute afier Roger Galayini was 
brought down in the box. Trent Worrell, 
only on the field a short while stepped up 
confidently and placed the ball into the 
left comer of the St. George net. 

‘The Penrith coach, Tony Rassmussen 
was very pleased with the performance 
and singled out Patrick Gatt, Nathan 


Fleetwood, and Chad Lewis for special 
mention. Fleetwood was certainly the 
standout player on the night and he con- 
tinues to show qualities that will benefit 
the Penrith side for the remainder of the 
season. 

For St. George Nick Orlic, Ivan Zelic 
and Allan Wawi all offered good contri- 
butions, while John Buonavoglia showed 
what a class act he is. 
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SEVERINO 
SEVERS MANLY 


“@” Manly United FC 


wo brilliant individual goals, 
Tess by little-known substitute 
Daniel Severino, _ handed 
Bankstown City Lions a tight 2-0 win 
over Manly United at Cromer Park on 
Friday night. 
Both sides played good football 
throughout and it was a very even con- 
test, with defences on top for the most 


While the winning goals came late in 
the match, there had been many excellent 
chances all game and both keepers 
excelled. Brad Swancott, on debut, 
replacing Hyundai A League-bound Tom 
Willis, was outstanding against his for- 
mer club and the mercurial Zlatko 
Josevski was again well to the fore. 

Neither side was settled in defence, 
Adam Israel having to come off at half 
time after nursing an injury and Mare 
Hoenselaars looking ill at ease at the back 
for the Lions, against Brad Groves in par- 
ticular. 

The two goals were outstanding, as 
were the many fine saves. 

With the scores locked at 0-0 Lions’ 
assistant coach Peter Papoythis sent on 
former Marconi junior and recent Serie B 
player, Daniel Severino, for an impres- 
sive if luckless Matt Borg up front to 
partner another ex-Marconi man, Sean 
Babic. 

Severino had been showing sensation- 
al striking ability on the training paddock 
after joining the club two weeks earlier. 

He arrived in the 64th and gave his 
side @ sensational lead in the 72nd. 

Nahuel Arrarte slipped the ball to 
Severino, from just to the right of centre 
and from 30 yards the youngster sent a 
curling left-footed shot swerving away 


from Swancott and into the top left comer 
of the net. From that point on Manly had 
only catch-up football on their minds. 

Ithad been a carefully weighed up shot 
that showed Severino's vision and confi- 
dence in front of goal. 

Three minutes after giving his side the 
lead with that brilliant individual effort, 
Severino was at it again, deep on the left, 
almost catching Swancott out with a lob 
that the back-pedalling keeper only just 
tipped over the bar, in time 

Tt was Beckham-esque in its range and 
delivery and Severino looks a star capa- 
ble of filling the shoes of the departed 
Saso Petrovski, nicely. 

But maybe the Lions aow have an 
abundance of attacking talent, as Borg 
looked back to his best in many ways and 
Sean Babie produced one of the best 
turns seen in a long while to set up the 
back-to-form George Nohre with the pass 
that led to goal number two. 

Babic shrugged aside his marker wide 
on the right and laid the ball square to 
Nohra, giving himself room to set up his 
team mate superbly. 

‘The midfielder Nohra, who has been 
below par lately due to injury, let fly with 
a typical long-range shot that sailed past 
Swancott to seal the game in the 84th, 

Manly had been unlucky in the first 
half when Josevksi tipped a great John 
Hutchinson shot over the bar in the 9th 
minute and also dived full length to his 
left to push a low drive from the same 
player around the post. Both saves clear- 
ly kept the Lions in the game, 

Brad Groves had also tested the 
defence with some sensational shooting 
from distance in the first half and was 
unlucky not to score as well. 

‘The Lions’ Steve Liavas also had a fine 
speculative shot that just cleared the bar, 


WHO'S HOT: Peter Tsekenis, 
reverting to the backline was able to 
lead his team to a win based on solid 
defence and a determination to get for- 
ward at every opportunity in a team 
with a number of stand-out performers. 


WHO'S NOT? Marc Hoenselaars 
struggled to contain a lively Manly 
attack at times and surrendered posses- 
sion rather too often, almost with dis- 
astrous consequences more than once, 


X-FACTOR: Many players in both 
sides who had played! with the opposi- 
tion in the past gave this game an extra 
bite and made it a keenly contested and 
high quality affair. 


during a game that kept the spectators on 
the edge of their seats most of the time. 

Bankstown lifted the tempo in the sec- 
ond half and with player-coach Tsekenis, 
his head bandaged from a clash of heads 
carly in that period, showing sound judg- 
ment atthe back, the Lions eventually got 
their noses in front and went on to win 
the game well. 

Clearances off both team's lines at var- 
icus stages indicated the kind of attacking 
game it had been, with the luck going 
with the visitors, who just had the edge 
overall, though there was little in it at the 
finish. 


Lions midfielder George Nohra (left) contests a header with Manly's 


Michael Williams 
MANLY UNITED FC ...... -+-+.0 BANKSTOWN CITY LIONS: 
Playes-coach: Peter Tsekenis 
BANKSTOWN CITY LIONS ......2 Formation: 41.2 
{0 Severino 791, 82) Line-up: Ziatko Jasevski (C} - Steve Lieves, 
‘Cromer Park, Cromer. Peter Tsekenis, Mathew Preselio, Marc 
Hoenselaars (Omar Saad! 83) - Nahuel 
Anatte, George Nota (Omiri Nicolaou 88}, 
MANLY UNITED FC ‘Avex Trpkoski, Shane Webb - Sean Batic, 
Coach: Phil Moss Matt Borg (Danie! Severino 64) 
Formation: 35:2 


Line-up: Brad Swancott - Pascal Julliard, 
‘Alex Wilkinson, Adam Israel (Stewart Van 
Bentum 46) = Brad Groves (Orhan Dincer 
1}, John Hutchinson (C), Michael Wiliams. 
Richie Willams, Anthony Martin (Andcew 
Mallar 68) - Steve Bony, James Monie 
‘Subs not used: RGK: Michael Steel, tain 
Church 


‘Subs not used? RGK ivan Kovacevic, Rob 
Mieski 


Referee; Simon Micallet 
‘Assistant Referees; Matt Gitelt and Andrew 


Best 

Fourth Official: Daniel Dewhurst 

Yellow Cards: Manly United: Brad Groves 
49; Bankstown Cay. Matt Borg 23, Sasn 
‘Babic 64 


12 AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — FEBRUARY 15, 2005 


UNS SEND 


WOLVES PACKING 


By Greg Stock 


ormer national champions 

Wollongong Wolves have 

been plunged deep into the 
relegation zone following their 
shock 2-1 loss to top eight aspirants 
Rockdale City Suns on Saturday 
night. 

Down 1-0 after seven minutes, the 
Wolves fought back gamely to 
equalise early in the second half, but 
allowed Suns striker Nick Bosevski 
to sneak in and score a brilliant win- 
ner with the last kick of the game to 
leave their season poised on the brink 
of oblivion. 

"Tt all comes down to quality and 
with nine local based players in the 
line up it’s taking time to come 
together," said Wolves coach Adrian 
Alston. "We showed tonight we can 
play football, but our inexperience 
cost us and that is concerning." 

In front of a huge pro-Suns crowd 
the Wolves came out of the blocks 
slowly and were punished for some 
poor defending inside the first 10 
minutes. 

Bosevski set up Tony Ju down the 
left hand side with a well-weighted 
pass before the Korean born mid- 
fielder crossed superbly for Denis 


Alilovic to finish. 

That scoreline remained in vogue 
until the Slst minute when Wolves 
debutante Paul Harries put away a 
well-weighted Michael Clare cross. 
With their midfield full of running it 
only seemed a matter of time before 
the visitors would go ahead. 

Craig Morton hit the woodwork in 
the 74th minute while Mineo Bonetig 
had a long distance effort sail nar- 
towly wide as the Wolves pushed 
numbers forward chasing a result. 

But with literally the last kick of 
the match, Bosevski became the hero 
for his club and the army of loyal 
Suns fans in attendance. 

Racing onto a long ball from 
Alilovic, Bosevski easily beat Ben 
Blake for pace and an advancing 
Scott Whalan to go around the 'keep- 
er and deliver the ball into an empty 
net. 

"We were exceptionally lucky,” 
said Rockdale coach Ivan Petkovic. 

"Our midfield struggled especially 
in the second half and we didn't play 
to our potential, but still got the three 
points. 

“Full credit to Wollongong, they 
played well and probably deserved a 
little more from the match." 

While the three points are grateful- 


WHO'S HOT: Rockdale coach Ivan 
Petkovic can thank goalkeeper Steve 
Minovski and striker Nick Bosevski for 
personally delivering the three points. 
While Bosevski was at his skilful best, 
scoring the winner and making some of 
the Wolves back four look second rate, 
Minovski was at the other end keeping 
the Suns in the hunt with a number of ter- 
tific saves including a brilliant point 
blank effort from Daniel Cummins. 


WHO'S NOT: Paul Bilokapic played 
his best game of the year against A.PILA, 
bat this week he was hardly noticed. A 
couple of big tackles in the second half 
was about it forthe big fella who is capa- 
ble of being one of the best players in the 
league if be ever decides to put his mind 
Toit 


X-FACTOR: The Wolves midfield — 
creative one minute wasteful the next. 


Wolves defender George Souris (left) clears the ball ahead of Rockdale goal scorer Denis Alilovic (centre) 


@ Rockdale City Suns 
@ Wollongong Wolves 


ly accepted by the Suns, spare a 
thought for the struggling Wolves. 

Despite the animated approach 
from coach Adrian Alston throughout 
the game they failed to capitalise on 
a number of chances and were guilty 
of turning the ball over too often in 
their midfield. 

While Bonetig and Adam Hughes 
were creative at times the forward 


line failed to capitalise, prompting 
many to wonder if or more likely 
when coach Adrian Alston will dip 


into the transfer market. 


"It's an uphill battle for us but we 

have to keep working hard and hope 

we can turn it around,” said Alston. 
"It's not going to be easy but we 


just have to persevere.” 


Wollongong’s Adam Hughes (right) attempts to play the ball with 
Rockdale’s Ryan Jones in heavy oursuit 


ROCKDALE CITY SUNS ........2 
(D Altovie 7, N Goseuski $2) 


(P Hares 51) 
‘St George Stadium, Rockdale. 


ROCKDALE CITY SUNS 
Coach: ivan Petkovic 


Formation: 4-4-2 
Line-up: Steve Minovskl, Scott Bailie, 


Richard Piesa, Peter Apolevski, Nick 
Bosevski, Denis Alfovic, Cameron Jones, 
Robbie Gomez, Ayan Jones, Tony Jy, Paul 


WOLLONGONG WOLVES 
‘Coach: Adrian Alston 
Formation: 4-4-2 


Line-up: Scott Whalan, George Souris, 
Robert! Cazzoll, Daniel Cummins (Tynan 
‘Diaz 69’), Adam Hughes. David Ker, Michael 
Clare, Paul Harries (Peter Gafiney 83'}, 
Mingo Bonetig, Craig Morton, Ben Blake. 

‘Yellow Cards; Souris (ww) 57’ Kerr (ww) 65° 
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ALIVE, SAY COACHES 


Premier League coaches Grant Lee and 

Greg Woodhouse have thrown their weight 

behind s revival of the New South Wales 

state team following the representative team's 1-0 
win over Libya last Wednesday night. 

‘The two former Socceroos are keen to see the state 
team out of mothballs and become a regular part of the 
football calendar as a stepping stone between the 
NSW Premier League and the newly established A- 


"The result against Libya 
just shows that if these games 
‘are scheduled properly and 
promoted the right way then 
they can provide players with 
a genuine opportunity to 
impress," said Lee. "They 
offer a chance for players to 
gain match experience 
against quality opposition 
and show what they can do in 
elite company." 

The NSW All Stars produced one of the most enter- 
taining and enthralling matches seen this season. 
Against a quality international tcam that was in the 
‘midst of their World Cup qualification series, the All- 
Stars attacking game plan was spearheaded by mid- 
fielders Nick Carle and Gabriel Mendez. 


tory exceeded even the expectations of their coach 
Branko Culina. 

"It's a measure of our quality that tonight we have 
beaten a national team well in the running to qualify 
for the 2006 World Cup finals,” said Culina, 

"The Libyans are excellent, technical players, but 
our boys brought a lot commitment to what was a very 
limited preparation. 

"They had quite a few chances, but we scored one 

and missed a penalty and 

played some good football.” 

Andrew Clark, 3rd minute 

goal ultimately proving the 

difference in a match which 

produced a number of heart 

stopping moments. A saved 

penalty, some acrobatic 

goalkeeping and some sharp 

passing moves kept the 

crowd on the edge of their 

seat throughout. The perfor- 

mance of Nick Carle earning 

him rave reviews ahead of his 

departure to the Newcastle Jets while Mendez did his 

claims for an A-League contract no harm with a solid 
performance, 

‘The Libyans wrapped up their two-match tour on 
‘Sunday night with a 4-1 win against an understrength 


As 


midfield maestro Gabriel Mendez (left) goes toe to toe 
with a Libyan star Othman Al-Ferjani 


With both players at their creative best the 1-0 vic- 


LOCAL-VOCAL-TRIBAL 


TIGERS SNUFF COASTAL CHARGE 


By Paul Goodwin 


*LA.-Leichhardt Tigers called 

on the heroics of captain 

Clark and keeper Clint 

Bolton to earn a draw against the bat- 

ting Central Coast United at Pluim 

Park in Gosford on Saturday night, as 
Paul Goodwin reports. 

Clark had needed stitches in his head 
after the mid-week NSW All Stars repre- 
sentative game against Libya, while the 
jet-lagged Bolton was pressed into ser- 
vice, only hours after flying back from 
Durban where he was part of the 
‘Socceroos! 1-1 draw against South Africa 


WHO'S HOT: Clint Bolton, 
returning to the team from intemation- 
al duty in South Africa and without 
any sleep, pulled off at least three 
wonder saves to set up a very worth- 
while result for the Tigers. 


WHO'S NOT: Sam La Rocca, in 
the midfield for the Tigers, did very 
litte on this occasion, in a game where 
energy levels were, generally, very 
high. 


‘X-FACTOR: Both sides had rea- 
sons to want something from this 
game and that meant they would work 
tirelessly to achieve it, APIA. were 
missing a number of injured players. 
while Central Coast had financial 
uncertainty hanging over their heads 
and were out to ensure that it was not 
adistraction. 


A.PLA. leamed just before the game 
that reserve keeper, Steve Angeloy, had a 
broken knee cap, meaning the plan to 
give Bolton a rest was hurriedly scrapped. 

Neither team would give an inch and 
combined with a strong work ethic and 
goals by each side midway through the 
second half ensured that both would take 
aa point from a 1-1 draw. 

‘The Tigers were already without 
Daniel McCann, Robert Younis, Michael 
Galluzzo and James Stubbs-Mills so 
Clark had to play under his handicap. 

‘The home side was still without Shane 
Knight and played with a reshuffled com- 
bination, Peter Haynes leading their 
aitack and causing lots of problems for 
Clark and co. 

‘The Coast had to defend against a very 
well-worked A.P.LA. free kick in the 5th 
minute that saw Aaron Burgess firing in a 
shot, after passes from La Rocca and 
Norman Tome in the lead up, but 
Matthew Trott got down well to make the 
save. 

‘The game was then punctuated by a 
series of brilliant saves from Bolton, at 
the other end, who was kept busy by a 
lively Coast attack. 

In the 30th minute Ilija Prenzoski was 
sent through to face the Tigers! keeper 
and looked certain to score yet was to be 
denied by a superb save from Bolton, 
‘one-on-one at point blank range, 

‘Then, in the 44th, members of the 
crowd were on their feet as Scott Thomas. 
took aim from 30 yards out with a shot 
destined for the bottom left corner of 
Bolton's net. 

‘The talented keeper was going the 


Central Coast United 


A.P.I.A.-Leichhardt Tigers 


other way and yet, to the amazement of 
everyone, was able to change direction 
and dive full length to his right to divert 
the ball onto the post. 

Tt was only afterwards that most in the 
crowd realised the keeper had even 
touched it, but the ball bounced back off 
the upright and away to safety, sparing the 
Tigers! that time. 

Bolton made one blunder, however, in 
the 66th, when he came well off his line 
to try and claim a Troy Halpin free kick, 
from the right hand edge of the box, des- 
tined for the head of Peter Haynes, wide 
on the left of the area, 

Haynes got there first, leaving Bolton 
grasping at thin air and with an unprotect- 
ed net behind him. The ball was quickly 
Jaid back to Prenzoski who had time to 
measure his shot and give Central Coast 
the lead. 

Tigers’ coach Les De Celis admitted 
after the game, "He gave my back-four 
trouble all night, that young striker 
(Haynes) and they are a pretty good group 
of defenders. 

"But Nathan Moulds and Andrew 
Clark could not handle him, as he won 
everything in the air all night, so I can't 
blame Bolton really. 

"He had not had any sleep since flying 
back into the country, either." 

The home team's joy was short-lived, 
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however, as within seven minutes the 
‘Tigers had drawn level. 

‘This time it was the Coast keeper, 
‘Trott, who failed to collect a cross, 
Robbie Stanton got away down the left 
and pulled the ball back from the byline 
to the far post. 

Tt looked to be a simple catch, or per- 
haps a tip over the bar, for Trott, but the 
lurking Tigers’ substitute Jorge Dierkes 
was ready to pounce should the young 
keeper make a mistake. 

He did just that, fumbling the ball high 
above his goal and Dierkes was able to 
nod the loose ball into the back of the net 
for an equaliser. 

‘The Coast players were not finished, 


though, and may well have won with two 
Jate chances. Prenzoski was able to get 
free on the right in the 74th to face 
Bolton, but again the keeper got down 
superbly to deny him with yet another 
super save. Bingley then blazed a free 
kick over the bar in the 80th. 

It was a game where both teams had 
their moments, but the visitors would 
have been more relieved than the locals at 
taking a point, given their lack of num- 
bers and very thin cover. 

For the Coast it eased their fears of 
dropping off the pace entirely after a 
series of disappointing results recently. 
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Big decision carries 


Sarah ah to World Cup 


arah Ho had a tough decision to 
make about the game she loves 
have fon being a social soccer 
player in the suburbs or take a chance 
on a career as a match official, get paid 
for doing the job and maybe see the 
world. 

Four years after making the big call, 
Sarah has no regrets about hanging up het 
boots and picking up a whistle. 

She is now a FIFA-accredited intema- 
tional assistant referee with the experi- 
ence of the 2004 FIFA under 19 Women’s 
World Cup finals in Thailand on her blos- 
soming CV. 

“You've got to decide very early 
whether you’ve got what it takes to be a 
referee”, says Sarah. 

“I was almost in tears after my first 
serious match in charge and I didnt know 
if I really wanted to continue. At first, 1 
just wasn’t ready for the dissent from 
coaches, parents and players when a ref 
makes a decision.” 

Sarah decided she had the mental 
toughness to succeed. These days the 26 
year old secondary school teacher finds 
the self-belief developed from officiating 
soccer matches helps in her professional 
career and personal life. 

“Now I’m full of confidence to make 
decisions in a split-second and know Ill 
‘get most of them right,” says Sarah, who 
controls both mens and womens matches 
as a referee and is an assistant referee in 


eral Ho mds GUy CAN ex haconms's GOCE? Tefored' ahd FOG bevels 
far and wide with her whistle. 


the semi-professional NSW Premier 
League. 

Sarah Ho is one of thousands of match 
officials who make it possible for Soccer 
NSW to cater for 200,000 players and 
3500 matches every winter weekend. On 
top of that theres growing demand for 
Futsal (indoor) soccer referees, 

To coincide with the start of the 2005 
soccer season, the NSW Soccer Referees 
have launched a membership drive so 
that referee numbers can keep up with 
player participation growth, which is run- 
ning at 5% a year. 

“Referees do have a tough job, but its 
one of the most rewarding experiences in 
the game of soccer,” said Ron Beaumont, 
the secretary of NSW Soccer Referees, 

“You get to keep fit and develop a 
mental sharpness, and best of all, youre 
always right in the middle of the action.” 

‘Thats what convinced Matt Gillett to 
take up refereeing. Currently one of the 
rising talents of the NSW referee ranks, 
Gillett was once a goalkeeper who didnt 
enjoy the periods of inactivity between 
the posts. 

“T wanted to be more involved in the 
game and being a referee means I’m 
always in the thick of things,” said Matt. 

“T really enjoy the interaction with the 
players, the fitness and the feeling of 
being in control of the match.” 

‘Matt is a referee in both the Manly 
Warringah branch as well as the NSW 


Premier League, meaning he controls 
amateur as well as semi-professional 
games. 

Matt is 22 next month and currently 
works as a sports instructor in primary 
school programs. He points out that refer- 
eeing is a great part-time job for 
teenagers or university students. 

“What better way to earn money than 
be paid to run around the park on a 
Saturday afternoon,” ‘he says. Even a 
rookie referee can earn up to $100 for an 
afternoons refereeing. 

‘The 2005 NSW Soccer Referees cam- 
paign will target new recruits 16 years 
and over to achieve a total referee mem- 
bership that cracks the 4000-mark. 

“As Sarah Ho and Matt Gillctt have 
shown, being a referee is a genuine sport- 
ing career that is just as challenging as 
playing”, says Ron Beaumont. 

“Just like players, referees can repre- 
sent their district, their state and even 
their country and get remuneration every 
step of the way.” 
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| NSW PREMIER LEAGUE ACTION 


‘arconi Stallions’ boss Zlatko 

Nasteyski could only shake 

is head after watching his 

side let slip another lead and concede 

another stoppage-time goal in their loss 
to Blue Devils on Saturday night. 

The small group of travelling fans fro 
Belconnen went wild after Robbie 
Cattanach headed home a loose ball in the 
box to seal a 2-1 win. 

Marconi fans, by contrast, filed out of 
the ground shell-shocked, as for the 
fourth time this season, their side has 
been sunk by an added time goal. 

In the end, the goal was a just reward 
for the Blue Devils who had toiled hard 
for most of the match and, importantly, 
tight up until the final whistle, 

Just when it seemed Marconi were 
heading for their seventh draw of the sea- 
son, up popped’ Cattanach, with a last 
minute header to give the Blue Devils 
only their second win of the season. 

Substitute Steve Hayes had a shot 
blocked, as the ball rebounded he sent a 
fine side-foot cross straight to Robbie 
Cattanach for the Devils' top scorer to 
head the winner. 

Despite having the best chances of the 
first half, the Blue Devils went into the 
break a goal down after Stallions! striker 
Jason Kencevski slotted home in the 27th 


minute. A dipping Leo Carle free-kick on 
the edge of the box was fumbled by 
Nathan Denham in goals and Kenceyksi 
was there to pick up the scraps. 

Dustin Wells, Alex Castro and Danny 
Macor all had opportunities before half 
time, but the equaliser did not come until 
after the interval. Again it was the result 
of a goalkeeper fumble, this time 
Marconi's Michael Herbert was unable to 
reach a swinging cross, the ball bouncing 
favourably to Dustin Wells, who had no 
problem putting the ball away. 

‘The Devils lost the experienced Castro 
with an ankle injury and his loss, coupled 
with that of captain Eliott Zwangobani 
‘soon afterwards with severe cramp, upset 
the balance of the side for a while, and 
Marconi had its best spell of the game. 

A new-look Marconi outfit was taking 
fime to settle and without midfielders 
Nick Carle and Matt Thompson, were 
‘struggling to create fluent movement. 

Leo Carle was trying hard, along with 
the promising Jay Lucas up front, who 
held the ball up well. 

‘The home side had their chances to 
seal the three points, Lucas hitting the 
post with a free kick and Carle skimming 
the cross-bar with a fierce strike from 
well outside the box. 

Former Socceroo Robbie Hooker 


played his first full game for the club, and 
assistant coach Steve Forshaw said his 
was a key role in keeping the defence 
tight against Marconils late surge. 

"However, it really is unfair to single 
out any individual, the whole team played 
well," he said. 

"This was a really important win. 
We've only lost the one game since 
Christmas, but a result against a former 
National League club on its own ground 
is just the kind of lift we need to carry us 
away from the bottom of the table." 

And just the kind of confidence boost 
the Canberra club needs going into next 
Saturday's home game with table-topping 
Sydney United. 

The Blue Devils will hold a joint press 
conference with Soccer Canberra next 
‘Wednesday. The initial item will be the 
draw for the Federation Cup, in which 16 
teams from the ACT and Southem NSW 
will take part, followed by comments 
from coaches and players. 
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LOCAL‘VOCAL-TRIBAL, 


BLUE DEVILS DELIGHT 
EQUALS MARCONI'S DESPAIR 


wascove, Marconi Stallions 
€9_Blue Devils 


Jason Kencevski’s goal was not enough to bring the Stallions to 
victory against the Blue Devils last weekend 


After this, Blue Devils representatives 
will discuss the Marconi match and look 
forward to the Sydney United game. The 


event will be held at the City Club in 
Garema Place, beginning at Lam. 


15 


Club Championship by a meagre 

two points from rivals Sydney 
City Eagles in what was a fascinating 
and exciting end to the round robin 
stage of Futsal’s state league. 

With Sydney City winning all 6 games 
and picking up 18 points ys North West 
‘Cougars leaders Sydney Magic needed to 
win a minimum of 4 games. Magic did, 
winning the Club Championship official- 
ly in the Open Women’s game, after the 
12 boys, 16 Girls and Youth Men had 
won previously during the night. 

12 Boys 

Fifth placed Five Dock Force trailed 
4th placed Dural Warriors by a solitary 
point and needed to beat bottom placed 
Western Raiders to keep their semi final 
hopes alive. Force did beat Raiders, 7-1, 
and hoped that Dural would fall to 
Campelltown Quake. The young 
Warriors however ended the Force’s 
dream of competing in next week's semis 
by beating Quake 7-2, The shock of the 
round was the ease that the Magic over- 
came 2nd placed Ryde City by 14-2. 
‘Many pundits were suggesting this would 
be a preview of the Grand final but the 
young Magicians were just outstanding 
‘on the night. 


G2 citys eave 


14 Boys 

The under 14s competition also came 
down to the last round. 5th placed Ryde: 
City trailed Dural by 3 points but had a 
better for and against record. Ryde had to 
win and hope that Dural lost to therefore 
qualify. The Gunners did their part easily 
accounting for the Magic 7-0 but the 
‘Dural youngsters prevailed winning their 
game 5-2 cementing their spot in the 
semis finishing in 4th place. The other 
major talking point prior to the round was 
"Who was going to finish minor pre- 
miers?" Both Sydney City and Westem 
Raiders went into the last round even on 
points. Western Raiders eventually won 
the battle, winning their game 12-1 
against a lack-lustre Force, while the 
Eagles only managed a 5-2 win over the 
Cougars, thus giving the Raiders the 

]} minor premiership with a 7 gcal better 
| difference. 
| 16 Boys 

This age group had 4 points separating 

|| Ist and 6th place. 

Competition leaders Dural took on 
Quake, who had to win and hope for 
other results to go their way to qualify. 
This the young Quake boys did, winning 
convincingly 4-2. 

With Dural’s losing, it left an opportu- 
nity for Sydney Magic to snatch the 


minor premiership against 5th placed 
Ryde City. The Gunners were in the same 
predicament as Quake and dispatched the 
favourites by the same score 4-2. This left 
3rd placed Sydney City with the opportu- 
nity to jump 3 places and claim an unex- 
pected Minor Premiership. Sydney City 
took advantage of these results by beating 
North West Cougars 8-3. Westen 
Raiders, ying in 4th place, had to pick up 
at least a score draw against lowly Five 
‘Dock to confirm their spot in the top 4 
with both teams under them winning. 
‘This they did with a 5-5 draw to secure a 
semi final berth. 
16 Girls 

Leaders Western Raiders went through 
undefeated beating 3rd placed Five Dock 
10-0, while second placed Sydney Magic 
beat Ryde 12-3, 

‘The main game was 4th placed Dural 
taking on Sth placed Quake. The winner 
would take out 4th place and it was Dural 
who won the battle with a hard fought 2- 
1 win in the last 28 seconds. 

Youth Mens 

With the semi finalists already con- 
firmed only positions were up for grabs. 
In what was the battle for Minor premier- 
ship leaders Dural took on Quake in what 
many are predicting will be the grand 
Final preview and the game didn’t disap- 
point. In what was a cracker jack game 
the Quake won 4-2 and in tum stopped 
Dural undefeated run and also claimed 
the Minor Premiership. 

Open Womens 

Semi finalists were also confirmed 
going into the final round as in the Youth 
Men’s. Minor premiers Sydney City won 
a hard fought battle 1-0 over the North 
West Cougars. Second place, which was 
up for grabs, had Homebush/Epping, 
Kellyville and Western Raiders all in the 
running, but it was the merged outfit 
Homebush/ Epping that took the higher 
Position on goals scored after themselves. 
and Kellville finished equal on goal dif- 
ference and points. 

Open Mens 
‘This competition is by far the closest and 
most exciting competition and rightfully 
so. Minor Premiers Sydney City won 
their final game in a hard fought battle 
against the North West Cougars 7-5. 
Going into this round 2nd placed Sydney 
Magic took on 3rd placed Ryde City and 
the Magic were gunned down 4-2 by a 
star studded Gunners outfit, in what was 
another hard fought and physical battle. 
This left this seasons fairytale side the 
Dural Warriors with the opportunity to 
take 3rd spot. The Warriors did not wina 


BONNYRIGG. INDOOR 
SPORTS CENTRE 


***$1500 PRIZEMONEY!*** 
ALL AGE WEDNESDAY BONNYRIGG CUP 
INDOOR SOCCER 
STARTING NOW... 


THURSDAY NIGHT MIXED COMP 
ALSO KICKING OFF 


FOR FURTHER DETAILS CALL 
JODIE BAIN ON 
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game last season but have adjusted nicely 
this season to gain a semi final berth. The 
young Warriors side didn’t let the oppor- 
tunity pass, beating Quake in another 
close game 3-2 after being down 0-2. 
With the completion of the Round 
Robin stage the semi final pairings are as 


follows: 
12 Boy's: 3.30pm 
Ist Sydney Magic vs 4th Dural Warriors 
2nd Kellyville Commodores vs 3rd Ryde 
City Gunners 
14 Boy's: 4.15pm 
Ist Western Raiders vs 4th Dural 
Warriors 
2nd Sydney City Eagles vs 3rd Kellyvile 
Commodores 


16 Boy's: 5.00pm 
Ist Sydney City Eagles vs 4th Western 
Raiders 


2nd Dural Warriors vs 3rd Sydney 
Magic 
16 Girl's: 5.45pm. 
Ist Western Raiders vs 4th Dural 
Warriors 
2nd Sydney Magic vs 3rd Five Dock 
Force 


fe 
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‘Youth Men’s: 6.30pm 
Ist Campelltown City Quake ys 4th 
Sydney Magic 
2nd Dural Warriors vs 3rd Sydney City 
gles 


Open Women’s: 7.15pm 
Ist Sydney City Eagles vs 4th Western 
Raiders 


2nd Homebush/ Epping vs Kellyville 
Commodores 
Open Men's: 8.00pm 
‘Ist Sydney City Eagles vs 4th Sydney 


Magic 
2nd Ryde City Gunners vs 3rd Dural 
Warriors 
All these games will be played at: 


Menai Indoor 
Sports Centre 
Allison Crescent 


Menai 
‘Come down and watch the best players 
in NSW battle it out for the right to play 
in the Grand Finals. It should be a crack- 
ing day, a futsal fans fantasy. 
Entry is free so Don’t Miss Out !!!! 


Finals fever hits the Futsal State 
League this weekend 


INTRODUCING 


The 


SOCCER WEARHOUSE 


The SOCCER WEARHOUSE, previously known as the “Soccer Shop”, has been operating for over 12 
years and is well acquainted with the needs of our game. 


Every facet of the game is covered. The needs of Clubs, Associations, Schools, players, coaches, referees 
& managers can be met by people who understand these needs and have the knowledge to meet your 


requirements. 


All Schools, Clubs, Associations and any other Sporting Body can order sets of strip, tracksuits, socks and 
other apparel by a range of suppliers, including our own brand — State Blues, and receive discounted 
prices on other brands such as Attack, Covo, Elite, Joma, Kappa, Legea, Lotto, Mitre, Patrick, Soccer 


Shirts International, Umbro, Ultra, Uhlsport & many other 


brands. 


Likewise, the Shop can obtain balls from the five licensee's being: 


Covo, Lotto, Mitre, Attack, Patrick 


Goalkeeping equipment, shinguards, referees requirements, coaching manuals, training aids, books and 
videos, medals, bags, caps, field marking equipment, goal nets & medical items are also available. 


The Soccer Wearhouse can also cater for the needs of other sports such as: 
Touch Football, Hockey, Basketball, Netball, Rugby League & Rugby Union. 


The Soccer Wearhouse is managed by Roy Ashpole, together with Sales Assistants, Norman Hanley and 
Jason Vella and Sales Consultant, Bill Cullinan. Either of these gentlemen will be please to answer any 
queries, Written quotations are available on request, 


THE SOCCER WEARHOUSE 


Phone: 02-9629-2027/2833 or 02-8814-4438 


Mobile: 0404-864245 


Fax: 02-9629-8021/1051 


swh@soccemsw.com.au 


‘www.soccerwearhouse.com.au 


P/O Box 6146 Baulkham Hills Business Centre 2153 


” 235/257 Meurants Lane Glenwood 2768 
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Joeys jet for Chile tour 


fhe Qantas Joeys departed 

Anstralia last Monday for a five- 

match tour of Chile in prepara- 
tion for the Oceania Under 17 World 
Championship qualifying touraament 
in New Caledonia in April. 

The tour will include two matches 
against the Chile Under 17 national team 
and three matches against the youth teams 
of top Chilean clubs. 

‘The 20-man squad includes 11 players 
who featured in December's tour of the 
United States including Queensland 
Striker David Williams who has just 
returned from the Solomon Islands where 
he helped the Qantas Young Socceroos 
qualify for June's FIFA World Youth 
Championship. 

Canberra-based midfielder Kaz Patafta 
who featured prominently during the 
United States tour, and who has also 
appeared for the Qantas Young Socceroos, 
was not considered for the squad due to 
injury. 

This tour will give coach Ange 


Posecoglou a further opportunity to pre- 
pare his squad ahead of April's Oceania 
U-17 qualifying tournament. 

“The tour will be ideal preparation for 
the squad ahead of the qualifiers," said 
Postecoglou. 

"The South Americans take their youth 
football very seriously and the Under 20s 
tour of South America late last year was 
extemely valuable in every respect." 


‘The 20-man Australian Under-17 squad 
to tour Chile is: 


Goalkeepers 
Elliot Jones (QAS), Shannon Lancini 
(QAS) 


Defenders 

Blake Charity (QAS), Jamie Cumming 
(VIS), David D’Apuzo (NSWIS), 
Matthew Dobbin (QAS), Ian Graham 
({ACTAS), Wade Oostendoorp (Sydney 
FC), Matthew Spyranovic (VIS) 


Midfielders 

Joel Allwright (SASD, Leigh Broxham 
(VIS), Tayfun Buyukkopru (Marconi 
Stallions), Scott Gannon (SASI), Brendan 
Maroney (Blacktown City), Matt Mullen 
(SSD, Daniel Visevic (VIS) 


Forwards 

Matt Dimech (VIS), Robbie Kruse 
(QAS), David Williams (QAS), Morgan 
Zeeno (QAS) 


Stand-by 
Ben Cheyne (ACTAS), Danny Haines 
(SASD, Daniel Miller (NSWIS) 


Coach - Ange Postecoglou 

Assistant Coach - Mike Milanovic 

Assistant Coach/Gear Manager - David 
Clarkson 

Goalkeeping Coach - Martyn Crook 


The squad departed Sydney on the 
February 14 and will return to Australia on 
March 4. The full match schedule is: 


Qantas Joeys v Palestino U/17's 


‘Thursday 17 February, 6pm 
Stadium La Cistena 


Qantas Joeys v Chile U/17's 
Sunday 20 February, time TBC 
‘Venue TBC 


Qantas Joeys v Universidad Catolica 
Wednesday 23 February, 6pm 
Stadium San Carlos de Apoquindo 


Qantas Joeys v Chile U/17's 
Saturday 26 February, time TBC 
Venue TBC 


Qantas Joeys v Colo Colo U/17's 

‘Tuesday 1 March, Time TBC 

Colo Colo Stadium 

The 2005 FIFA Under 17 World 
Championship will be held infPeru from 
16 September until 2 October. 


Tayfun Buyukkopru: NSWIS stars 
has been added to the Joeys 
touring squad of Chile 


Vics to change to Footbal 


‘n what is becoming an ever 
increasing fad in Australia at the 
moment, the name change of 

Soccer to Football is said to be on 

everyone’s lips from across the coun- 


‘This week the Victorian Soccer 
Federation held meetings where next 
month will decide whether the federa- 
tion will change its name to the 
Victorian Football Federation rather 
then the old soccer tag. 

March 10 has been the date set where 
Victorians could just see the name 
change to football which is pretty much 
on everyone’s minds at the moment. 

‘The trend started after powerful foot- 


Dwight Yorke: His 
superstar status could 
be seen at Sydney FC 
this season 
League outfit 
Sydney FC has con- 
firmed that it is in 
negotiations with former 


Yorke 


Only time will teil until Paul Okon 
agrees to a Newcastle Jets deal 


Manchester United striker 
Dwight Yorke. 

Birmingham has given the 
Nh the Trinidad and Tobago 
international said to be very 
interested. representatives 
SEX, with the Trinidad and 
‘Tobago international said to 
be very interested. 


Premier League's al 
goalscoring chart with 122 
goals after spells at Aston 


ball federation Soccer NSW kick started 
the proceedings with President Tom 
Doumanis stating that from now on, all 
will be called in the name of football 
and not soccer, 

Australiafs governing body 
Soccer Australia too. dropped 73 
its title to the Football (77 
Federation of Australia. 

SF's new chief execu- 
tive Tony Pignata was qui- 
tly confident that the name 
of football was to be voted in 
by the members of the 
Victorian Federation. 

He was also happy about the impacts 
made so far by former National League 


clubs South Melbourne and the 
Melbourne Knights in the Victorian 
Premier League. 

"The crowds and interest have been 
up everywhere. Week one was a record 
‘when we got nearly 24,000 to the 
games," he stated to The Age’. 
R\\, Pignata also vowed to crack 
Yh) down sides that allowed the 
)) use of fans to throw flares 
Pp} ao the pitch. 

4 "We already fine them 
“$500 per flare, but we might 
have to look at something 
tougher, perhaps a deduction of 
championship points," he ended. 


Yorke set for 


Sydney FC? 


where he 


is seventh in the 
ime 


Crystal Palace. 


Villa and Old Trafford - 
won the 
Champions League and mul- 
tiple league and Cup medals, 

His time at Blackburn was 
not as productive before he 
moved on to St Andrews, 
where he has made just four 
Premiership starts - his last 
was in October against 


If Yorke makes the switeh 
to the A-League that that 


would certainly be the 


biggest scalp for any side in 
Australia. 

So far many pundits have 
criticised the lack of high 
profile players playing in the 
revamped competition. 

Adding a name such as 
Dwight Yorke to the list 
would surely push the 
league’s name further away 
from the current revamped 
National League stigma. 


] Adelaide Utd schedule 


charity hit-out 


delaide United will 
play a South 
Australian 
Premier's XI later this 
‘month to help raise money 
for the victims of the Eyre 

‘The fund-raiser is sched- 
wed for February 25 at 
Hindmarsh Stadium. 

Aurelio Vidmar, the man 
who is expected to captain 
United in the new A-League, 
said the players were eager 


to get a game after almost a 
year on the sidelines. 

And he said they were 
pleased to get the chance to 
help those who suffered 
because of the fires. 

"We'd love to play a big 
part in helping everyone 
from the Eyre Peninsula,” he 
said. 

"We know how devastat- 
ing it has been for them but 
hopefully our little bit of 
help here will go a long way 
for them." 


Socceroos to play 
World Cup qualifier 
in the Solomons 


lhe Socceroos will 
play its World Cup 


qualifying match in 
Solomon Islands later this 


year, provided adequate 
security measures are in 


‘The decision comes after 


7 


rocks and bottles and a 

crowd invasion ofthe pitch. 

The Oceania Football 
Confederation's emergency 

committee has reprimanded 

soccer authorities in the 

¥ Solomons and has demanded 
on appropriate measures are in 


the Oceania under 20 find FOOTBALL piace for the World Cup 
(neh ASST alt FEDERATION  @lifying match. 
olomons was abandoned AUSTRALIA 


following the throwing of 


Jets targets confirmed 


ewcastle United Jets has made 
an official offer' to” former 
Socceroos captain Paul Okon 


the current Belgian season 
where he plays for first divi- 
sion struggler Oostende. 


Newcastle Jets chairman 
‘Con Constantine did state his 
desire to sign either Okon or 
former Socceroo Ned Zelic 
but stated that one of the two 
would be coming to 
Newcastle, 


while it is also looking at bringing in a 
young striker from the UK. 

"We have officially put an offer to 
Okon. He is keen, but it will just come 
down to dollars and cents," Jets chief 
executive George Liolio told Fox Sports. 

Okon, 32, is off contract at the end of 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — FEBRUARY 15, 2005 


"Te will be surely one of the 
two, I have a vision of having 
at least one of them at the 
club. 

"We've spoken to Paul 
numerous times before we 
officially approached him 
about the prospects of coming 
back home. 

Meanwhile, 19-year-old 


Guy Bates from Premier League side 
Newcastle United will meet Jets officials 
on Thursday. 

Bates has scored cight goals for the St 
James’ Park club's reserve team this season 
but is now looking for some first team 
‘experience. 

"He's a very good young player, and 
we'll put him on trials last Sunday," Liolio 
said. 
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By Mark Stavroulakis 


what could herald a new beginning 
for two of New South Wales’ most 
sides, current Premier 

League side Sydney Olympic and Winter 
Super League outfit Canterbury 
Marrickville could be on the merger 


the Newtown Jets. 

Since their introduction into the 
Australian footballing world in 1889, the 
Berries have been playing in the 
Marrickville municipality their entire lives 
and haye created Australian legend players 
such as the late Johnny Warren, and former 
Socceroos Ron Corry and Graham Amold. 


‘map it was stated in a clubs meeting last 
Monday evening. 

Known as being of Australia’s oldest 
clubs, Canterbury Marrickville have had 
their future thrown into disarray after losing 
the fight on retaining Henson Park with 
rival code Rugby League, 

In unfortunate scenes for the club, the 
Marrickville council voted that Rugby 
League would win the battle in claiming 
Henson Park allowing the Sydney City 
Roosters under-16 and under 18 sides to 
use the facilities ahead of the well-known 
Berries. 

Prior to the decision, the Berries 
(Canterbury Marrickville) were known as 
secondary tenants of Henson Park behind 


It's a been seen as a major blow for the 
club that has earned its stripes playing in 
the Marrickville area. 

It is believed that the Berries will be 


using NSW Premier League side A.PILA. 
Leichhardt’s ground in Lambert Park as its 
home yeaue for the start of the Winter 
‘Super League season in March. 

One good point though that could be set 
to come out of this has been the more 
increasing link up between fellow club 
Sydney Olympic. 

‘The peir known for its rich Greek her- 
itage have for quite some time now been at 
loggerheads in terms of fielding ‘the best” 
Australian Greek side in Sydney. 

‘Now things could be cast aside in 
bly amalgamating the two in becoming 
‘what could be a superpower in the NSW 
Premier League. 

It’s been no secret that Sydney Olympic 
has had its fair share of problems since its 
induction into the NSW Premier League. 

‘During their first season in the Premier 
‘League, the side has already sacked a coach 
in John Doyle and also its club president in 
Graham Athanaseris along with various 
other members of the board. 

Canterbury Marrickville spokesperson 


and long time supporter Lakis Konistis was 
irate about the treatment of his club with the 
Joss of Henson Park. 

“We've been in the municipality for over 
100 years but the council has told a local 
club to leave the area in favour of a couple 
of junior rugby league sides from outside 
the district,” he stated to the Sydney 


Moming Herald. 

“We've got to make a major decision ~if 
we can’t keep our Marrickville identity 
then maybe we're better off joining forces 


with Sydney Olympic, We both have Greek 
heritage and people have been suggesting 
this for years.” 

Marrickville councillor Colin Hesse who 
led the meeting stated that suggestions from 
the council’s ground staff were rather con- 
vincing 

“We'd love to keep Canterbury at 
‘Henson Park but we can’t”, he stated to the 
Sydney Moming Herald, 

Its believed that the new board members. 
of Sydney Olympic along with its members 
will be voting for the sanctioned idea that 
could take place very shortly. 

Meanwhile, its been rumoured that for- 
mer White Knights Nick Balagiannis and 
life-long Sydney Olympic supporter Harry 
Michaels could possibly be the new owners 
of the club. 

A decision has yet to be named on the 
future of the club in regards to its board 
room dealings however a new successor 
could be well on his way before the end of 
the NSW Premier League season. 


Culina deserved 


arawak coach Dave 
Mitchell has snapped 
up Queenslander 
Stuart McLaren for the 
coming Malaysian season, 
Mitchell's Sarawek are 
chasing promotion to the 
Super League and have 
strengthened their defence 
with the capture of ex. 
Brisbane Strikers _player- 


mount 2 good challenge with 
this young outfit. The plus 
Point is the team are pretty 
enthusiastic," Mitchell told 
the Malay Mail, 

‘The former Socceroo strik- 
er did state that more 
Australians have been moni- 
tored in filling up his relative- 
ly new squad as the club 
pushes for success in 2005. 


isa very lucrative deal forme, 
they (Johor) definitely want 
to win and they have put a lot 
of incentives in there for me 
as well. "This will be a pro- 
fessional situation, I won't 
have to work at all.” 

Tt was no secret that 
‘McGirr was certainly a stand- 
out in the Wolves squad but 
now a move to Malaysia has 


Dave Mitchell signs 
McLaren for Sarawak K push 


coach McLaren. Meanwhile former scen.a massive gap appear in 
It was believed that Marconi player Raul Carrizo the Wollongong side. 
McLaren was said to have has raided the NSW Premier Wolves coach Adrian 
been on the books at A- League transfer market to Alston is setto sign two excit- 
League side Queensland Roar strengthen his Johor squad for _ ing new prospects for the sec- 
=, however the lucrative offer in the new Malaysian season. ond half of the NSW Premier 
teson Culina: Thoroughly deserved his call-up 0 wisvsin is what Iued the Carizo has dumped League season. 
former Brisbane Strikers _Johor's Argentine imports and ‘Trading to the Asian mar- Stuart McLaren: Former Brisbane Strikers player 
boss Frank Farina has revealed that in form __‘*ippet to the club. replaced them with three ket has been somewhat of a manager has joined David Mitchell at Sarawak 
FC Twente midfielder Jason Culina thoroughly McLaren was known as Aussiesin former Bankstown goldmine for_—_- many The 37-year-old former St market, the fact that the Asian 
deserved his selection into last week's Australian, te Weart and soul of the defender Richard Luksic, 27, Australian players hoping to George attacker has been league heralds a good income 
squad that took on South Africa in Durban. Strikers before their exit from — Bonnyrigg White Eagles mid- makea quick buck or two. instrumental in signing many for Australians is the main 
"Lwas really excited for him. He earned his chance to be part the National League, fielder David Harding, 25, One mainmanagerthathas Australians away from the reason why so many have 
Another Aussie on and striker Shane MoGirr, 25. been headlining the Asian- domestic league to respective packed their bags and have 


of the national squad and he has a chance now to kick start his 
intemational career. 

“Tm looking forward to him getting on the park and doing 
well,” Farina said during a teleconference last week, 

"Prior to the match I had a brief chat with him and he was 
flying at the moment, interms of where he is with his club and 
breaking in to the international scene. It's nice to see players 
that are enjoying themselves.” 

Culina has scored 11 goals for his Dutch first division club 
this season and played a full game in last Sunday's 2-1 win at 
Amsterdam giant Ajax. 

For quite some time now young Culina has been plotting 
around the grounds in Holland since his departure from former 
National League club Sydney Olympic. 

‘The 24-year-old has been in outstanding form with FC 
‘Twente and already calls from bigger clubs across Europe has 
seen Culina’s rise to prominence. 

Culina first arrived in Holland in*99 when he signed on with 
Dutch giants Ajax Amsterdam. 

Since his move to the giants, Jason was subject to two loan 
moyes, one with GB Antwerpen and the other with De 
Graafschap. 

Dutch legend striker Marco Van Basten has followed the 
Australian’s trail in Holland and believes that he can make 
something of himself in the tough Dutch Eredivise. 

Father and current NSW All-Star coach Branko was delight- 
ed with his son’s selection into the squad and duly thought it 
was about time that Jason did get that chance to eam his stripes 
for the national team, 


League squad. 


told NZPA: 


sure up. 


Sarawak's books is Perth 
youngster Branimir Mikulic, 
"T hope we will be able to 


Adshea 


‘ew Zealand Knights 
boss John Adshead 
has admitted he's 

finding it difficult identify- 

ing local players good 

enough for his new A- 


‘Adshead has been in regu- 
Jar contact with coaches in 
the NZ National League and 


"One coach I talked to 
said he only had one player 
in his squad that might mea- 


“It was a pretty hard thing 
for him to say because J bet 
he wanted to promote most 


McGirr has eft 
Wollongong Wolves and told 
the Mlawarra Mercury. "This 


of his squad. 

“But that's the sort of hon- 
esty we're getting from 
coaches on whether their 
players could step up." 

Adshead attended last 
week's game between 
Waikato and Manawatu, but 
admitted: 

“There wasn't a lot to get 
too excited out there, to be 
honest. There was a passion 
that seemed to be missing.” 

Its no secret that a handful 
of Australian managers have 
handed resumes of players 
from respective state leagues 
in the country ina bid to send 
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Australian transfer market 
has. been former Socceroo 
striker Scott Ollerenshaw. 


some talent across the Trans- 
‘Tasman sea. 

A number 
Premier League players have 
been contacted for possible 
trials in New Zealand which 
they pay their own ways of 
getting there but with the 
hopeful luring of a possible 
A-League contract. 

A staunch supporter for 
the English game, Adshead 
did state that he will give the 
local Kiwi boys a chance in 
strutting their stuff before 
looking elsewhere. 


unimpressed by 


Asian competitions since his 
departure from the game. 
‘Known as a very lucrative 


venture off to the neighbour- 
ing countries. 


of NSW 


John Adshead: NZ Knights boss has been 
unimpressed with the local Kiwi talent 


NZ clubs raw 


ew Zealand clubs have been 
handed a raw deal ahead of this 


‘An emergency meeting in Auckland last 
Weekend agreed to an Australian request to 
put the qualifying deadline back from. 
March 31 to May 15. 

This is to allow the seven new A-League 
clubs - apart from the New Zealand 
Knights - to play a mini-tournament to find 
the Australian representatives for the 
Tahiti-hosted June Oceania toumament. 

The winner of that championship will 
represent Oceania at the World Club 
‘Championship in Japan in December with a 


$NZ1 million ($910,000) guarantee. 

Auckland City chairman Ivan Vuksich 
was gobsmacked by the decision * 

"The Australians have gazumped us 
again,” said Vuksich, whose club are on 
course to win through as they are well 
placed in the inaugural New Zealand 
Football Championship (NZFC). 

"It sounds like they have given the 
Australians an unfair advantage. I'm not 
happy.” 

The NZEC was compressed to meet the 
March 31 deadline, allowing time for the 
March 12-13 grand final and subsequent 
matches against the American Samoan 
winners. 


ABSW (@} 
Sot 


al in Oceania 


‘The American Samoans are now out of 
the reckoning, giving New Zealand direct 
access to the tournament. 

"Playing that double-header last week 
(in Nelson on Saturday and Dunedin on 
Monday) cost us an arm and a leg," 
Vuksich said. 

"Now we find there was no need for it. 
The NZFC has, it now seems, been played 
at the wrong time.” 

‘The Australians will have the advantage 
of going to Tahiti just days after their mini- 
tournament whereas other countries will 
have to go in cold, without soccer for up to 
12 weeks. 

OFC chief executive Tai Nicholas said: 


"I probably agree it is unfair but we have to 
ensure every Country is represented by their 
top club." 

"When we made the decision (to confirm 
the March 31 date) on November 6 we 
weren't aware of correspondence from 
Australia requesting a delay.” 

Australia were given direct entry as the 
last winners. Tahiti, as hosts, have two 
teams in the championship, 

New Zealand Soccer chief executive 
Graham Seatter said there were sound rea- 
sons for the change, 

"Given what has occurred, it seems the 
best solution,” he said, 


Richter rolls 
in to Roar 


idfielder Jonathon Richter is heading home after 
becoming Queensland Roar's 12th signing on 
londay. 

The talented 21-year-old, who played for Northern Spirit in 
the National Soccer League, is the fifth member of the 
Australian U-20 national squad that beat Brazil in 2003 to sign 
with Roar, 

‘He joins Tom Willis, Michael Baird, Matt McKay and 
Massimo Murdocea on coach Miron Bleiberg's young, but 
exciting, playing group. 

"The fact that we now have a few members from the same 
Australian U-20 team will add to the chemistry of the Roar," 
Bleiberg said. 

"Tf they were able to beat Brazil hopefully they'll be able to 
beat our Hyundai A-League rivals.” 


Jonathon Richter has become Queensland Roar's 
latest signing 


Meanwhile Bleiberg has handed trials to former Australia 
international midfielder Gabriel Mendez. 

The flashy playmaker has been outstanding in the NSW 
‘Premier League this season and won a call-up to the state's 
Allstar team which faced Libya last week. 

‘There.is still a dozen players up for trial at the Roar and a 
formal deadline has been set out by the QLD coach on the 
future of these players. 

Bleiberg plans to continue to trial players in the QLD Silver 
Boot competition. 

Roar starts pre-season training next month. 


Pahang want 
Colosimo 


could snap up Australia international Simon 
to Perth Glory. 
The Malaysian giants want to 


sign Colosimo toa short-term deal 
before his A-League commit- 
ments kickoff in April and Pahang 
FA deputy president, Tengku 
Abdul Rahman Sultan Ahmad 
Shah, says the Aussie has | 
expressed interest in their propos- 
al 


ALLSOP 


Melbourne Victory 


anky English-based Allsop began his English target “*Simon bas been in touch and 

striker Daniel Allsop as at eet top goalscorer with five goals | would like to play for Pahang 

SUE ee ce te NOES | tt 1995encls17- Weck ual the: Aatiabae some BG 
Daag tena ecg ay County, Nand! “then sO) cy cetaerotecane Lonlel| octal April," he told the Malay 
League side Melbourne Humberside. i 


soon are slim, but, having | Mail. "He is a quality player and 


Victory according to ‘The He scored 15 goals for 


Age’ this week. Hull in last season's promo- esc ae = ane ae eos ee Simon Colosimo 
Victory has already signed tion campaign and the club is ates Be 10 | "Mt is up to him to make CoUld make the move 
the most high-profile forward now aiming to move UP tO considera ream to his roots, — with his manager, 10 Malaysia despite 
to commit to the A-League in English soccer's second tier. a cee scons ae hls transfer to the 
Archie Thompson, who will Victory officials admit the wevillbekeentohiehim’ Perth Glory 


retum from Belgium when 
his commitments with his 
first division side Lierse are 
completed at the end of the 
season, 

And coach Emie Merrick 


prospects of Allsop - who was 


LICENSED AGENTS SLAM HYPOCRISY 


and soccer operations manag- 

er Gary Cole have'also snared ustralian football's licensed player agents have evidence, National associations have to get tough, or FIFA 

another Belgian-based player, ‘slammed the hypocritical attitudes of players and — might as well abandon the whole licensing system" he added, 

former South Melbourne who complain about the dirty side of the "There are mechanisms in place to protect everyone in the 

frontman Andy Vlahos. ‘agent industry, system, should a deal brokered by a licensed agent go wrong. 
Thompson and Vlahos are Australian Licensed Player Agents Association (ALPAA) These are similar to regulatory mechanisms in the real estate 


small, fast, skilful players, 
and for the sake of balance 
Merrick and Cole would like 
the option of a taller target 
man. 

Allsop came through the 
Victorian Institute of Sport 
with Merrick when the 
‘Victory coach was head coach 
there, and has been in 
England for more than six 
years. Now at high-rolling 
league one side Hull City, 


PFA boss quits 


fessional Footballers’ both professionally and personally to bargaining agreement. 
‘Association (PFA) chief exec- pursue other options," Anderson was “Lam proud of the achievements of 
utive Rob Anderson has quoted saying ny AAP the PFA over the past 18 months, par- 
announced his resignation from the ‘During his tenure as chief of the ticularly the Player Support Program 
job, after just 17 months in the posi- PFA, Anderson has seen the National which was designed to assist with the 
tion. Soccer League disbanded and the A- significant welfare needs of players 
"[ have given a great deal of con- League formed. and their families during this extreme- 
sideration to the future opportunities ‘The PFA and Football Federation ly difficult time,” Anderson added, 
in the role as chief executive and Australia are currently in the process Anderson will continue in the role 
decided that it is in my best interests of sorting out the league's collective until a replacement is found. 
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Chairman Chris Tanner pointed out that all members of the 
FIFA family would be protected from "dirty dealings" if they 
practised what they preached, and supported FIFA's recog- 
nised licensed agents. 

"Take the Ahmed Elrich case for example" said Tanner. 
“The deal was done with his Korean club involving an 
unlicensed agent we all know from Singapore, and now he 
wants to cry foul. We note with interest that the Korean FA. 
have taken no action against the player or the club for dealing 
with an unlicensed agent. 7 
“The English FA have been investigating the Harry Kewell 
transfer to Liverpool for sixteen months, and they have hard 


industry and the travel industry. 

“If a player or club or both act outside the laws of FIFA, 
they have little chance of justice, and expose themselves 10 
disciplinary action by the national associations concerned” 
said Tanner, 

Tt is believed at least two A-League clubs are under the 
microscope for dealing with the same unlicensed agent 
already. 

"It is very disappointing, but we are assured by Football 
Federation Australia that they are dealing with these issues, 
and we welcome their support. said Tanner. 


Calling it a day: PFA’s former 
chief Rob Anderson 


ad 


DISGRACED 
REF HOYZER Place for Portugal 


ARRESTED 


he referee at the cen- 

tre of the match-fix- 

ing scandal 
engulfing German soccer 
has been arrested to ensure 
he does not flee the coun- 
try. 

Robert Hoyzer, who 
admitted to fixing four 
games for a Croatian mafia 
betting organization, was 
apprehended after new 
developments suggested he 
also allegedly fixed games 
prior to March 2004 - origi- 
nally believed to be the scan- 
dal’s start date. 

The German Football 
Association (DEB) reported 
that Hoyzer tried to fix two 
additional games 
Paderborn vs, Chemnitz on 
May 22 and Unterhaching vs 
Saarbrucken on November 
28 - but failed on each occa- 
sion, 

Public prosecutor Michael 
Gunwald revealed the 25- 
‘year-old Hoyzer could face a 
"sensitive sentence in 
prison." 

Ina public apology during 


Disgraced German Referee Robert Hoyzer has 
been arrested fo ensure he does not flee the 


a popular German television 
show last week, Hoyzer told 
viewers that prison was his 
biggest fear. 

The DFB awarded 
Hamburg $2.57 million in 
compensation for its first- 
round 4-2 loss at lowly 


country. 


Paderborn - one of the 
matches Hoyzer admitted to 
fixing. As part of this pack- 
age, the German national 
team will play a friendly 
match against Japan in 
Hamburg in October. 


BLATTER REJECTS 
VIDEO REPLAY 


will be no use of video 
replays as long as he 
FIFA president. 
IFA president Sepp 
Fm has again 
ruled out the use of 
video replays to help refer~ 
ees during matches. 

"As long as I am FIFA 
president, there will be no 
video evidence," Blatter said 
ata workshop for World Cup 
referees in Frankfurt. 

"Football is a game with a 
‘human face and mistakes are 
possible -- from coaches, 


players and referees." 
Blatter has long opposed 
the use of video replays, 
despite its successful use in 
sports like rugby and cricket. 
Debate over the use of 
video replays and other tech- 
nology in soccer has intensi- 
fied since officials failed to 
see the ball had crossed the 
Manchester United line by 


Reyes. 


site, 


"Real Madrid do not envisage 
an exchange between Michael 
Owen and Jose Antonio Reyes," 
said a statement on the Real web- London. 
Owen joined Real from linking me with Real Madrid,” he possible." 


about a metre in last month's 
English Premier League 
match with Tottenham 
Hotspur. 

Later this month, soccer's 
lawmakers are due to see 3 
Presentation of a new ball 
containing a microchip sen- 
sor that might provide anoth- 
er solution to the problem. 


REAL REJECT SWAP 
DEAL FOR OWEN 


eal Madrid insisted there 

were no plans to swap 
striker Michael 

Owen for Arsenal's unsettled 
Spanish attacker Jose Antonio Madrid.” 

Reyes left Sevilla for Arsenal in wants to leave the English champi- more trophies, 

January 2004 in a 35 million euro ons despite being hoaxed into a "The season is not over for us, 
deal, on a four and half year deal, radio interview where he said he ‘we have much to play for and I am 
but is believed to be homesick in would like to join Real Madrid. focussed on giving my best so we 


"Real Madrid are satisfied with Liverpool for 12 million euros Jast told the Arsenal website. 
the work of the English player. summer but has struggled to “Of course its flattering but not 
‘There have been no contacts from become a regular starter at the only am 1 under contract at 
agents nor Arsenal with Real  Bemabeu. Arsenal, [am happy here and com- 


Extra Europe 


|wo Portuguese clubs Lisbon and Boavista separat- starting at the third qualify- 

will qualify auto- ed by justtwo points with 14 inground stage. =~ 

matically for the matches to play. ‘The entry criteria is based 
group stage of next sea- ‘This season's Portuguese on a nation's UEFA coeffi- 
son's Champions League champions and runners-up cient standings, which take 
as a result of Porto's tri- will both enter the group  intoaccount the performance 
umph in the competition stage while the third-placed _ of all clubs from each coun- 
last May. team will enter the competi- try in European competition 
The incentive will add tion in the third qualifying over a five-year period. 
eyen more spice to this sea- round. As the Czech Republic 
son's Portuguese title race, Greece lose a direct entry have overtaken Scotland in 
the closest for many years, with only their champions the list, their champions will 
with the top five of Porto, going into the competition go directly inio the group 
Benfica, Braga, Sporting proper and the runners-up stage, while Scotland's 


KEANE TO 
CALL IT QUITS 


oy Keane will quit Keane has unfinished busi- confounded the critics who 
Re when his ness with his county after had written him off before 
contract, with walking out on Mick _ the season started. 
‘The Republic of Ireland 
international has revealed 
he is not looking to extend 


Manchester United McCarthy's squad prior to 
expires at the end of next — the last World Cup in Japan 
‘season. and South Korea . 
The Irish midfielder is United manager Alex his stay at Old Trafford 
playing some of the best Ferguson is bound to greet beyond 2006, meaning he 
football of a trophy-rich the news with asenseofdis- could end his career at the 
career and there had been appointment, although the © World Cup, four years after 
speculation that he might be canny Scot will not have he memorably walked out 
persuaded to carry on totally givenuphopeoflos- on the last one. 
beyond 2006. ing his talisman, who has 

But Keane, who fears he 
might need hip replacement 
surgery once his playing 
days are over, insisted that 
he had no’ plans to extend 
his current contract. 
"I feel good," the 33- 
‘year-old said. "My hip feels 
good, my left knee was a bit 
Sore but overall [ am not too 
bad, Mentally Iam enjoying 
my football. 
"But when I signed my 
current contract I believed it 
would be last playing con- 
tract and I still believe that 
to be the case.” 
If Keane does retire in 
2006, his swansong could 
come at the World Cup in 


“Roy Keane will play one more season 
Manchester United before hanging up the boots, 


Germany. 
Ireland are well-placed to 
qualify for the finals and 


Last week Reyes denied he mitted to helping the team win 


"Lhave seen stories in themedia _can finish in the strongest position 
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Porto’s success in last 
year’s Champions 
League means two 

Portuguese clubs will 

qualify automatically 

tor the group stage of 
next season's 
competition. 
champions and runners-up 
will enter the competition at 
the third and second qualify- 
ing rounds respectively. 

There is no change in the 
top five positions with the 
champions and runners-up 
from Spain, England, Italy, 
Germany and France all 
going into the group stage 
automatically. 

The third and fourth 
placed” teams from Spain, 
England and Italy will enter 
at the third qualifying round 
stage, while the third-placed 
clubs from Germany, France 
and Portugal will also enter 
at that stage. 

The champions and vari- 
ous leading clubs from 49 of 
UEFA's 52 national associa= 
tions will take part in the 
competition, the only 
exemptions being 
Liechtenstein, Andorra and 
‘San Marino. 


BIRMINGHAM CITY 


ARSENAL........ 
luggish Liverpool suffered their 10th defeat in 

27 league matches this season. 
Birmingham went ahead after Emile Heskey was 
fouled in’the penalty area and Uruguayan striker 
Walter Pandiani, on loan from Deportivo Coruna, 


scored from the spot. 

Midfielder Julian Gray added a second from 
close range before halftime. 
BLACKBURN ..... 3 


NORWICH CITY .......0 
relegation battle that neither side could afford 
to lose and Blackbum were clear winners. 

‘The home side went ahead through Norwegian 
striker Morten Gamst Pedersen's fierce shot. 

Pedersen set up the second with a comer which 
Paul Dickov flicked home with his head at the near 


post. 

Dickov scored his second in the second half efter 
defensive errors by Norwich, who are now eight 
points behind Blackbur in 18th place. 


BOLTON .....2++0++0 
MIDDLESBROUGH ......0 


colton imposed most of the pressure in a match 
between seventh and sixth, in the league but 
were let down by poor finishing and great goal- 
keeping by Mark Schwartzer. 
Nigeria's Jay-Jay Okocha had two good chances 
to take all three points but the Australian keeper 
kept both out. 


EVERTON .........-.0 


CHELSEA ............1 
ja against first, and it was league leaders 

Chelsea who came out on top thanks to a sec- 
ond-half goal from Iceland striker Bidur 
Gudjohnsen after French defender William Gallas's 
shot came back off the bar, 

‘The home side played for more than 80 minutes 
with 10 men after striker James Beattie was sent off 
early on for head-butting. Chelsea now appear all 
but certain to claim their first title in 50 years. 


PORTSMOUTH ........1 
ASTON VILLA .........2 


illa went ahead thanks to an own goal by Arjan 

de Zeeuw from a cross by Luke Moore before 
the home side hit back with a dubious penalty after 
Steve Stone went down in the Villa area. 

Yakubu Aiyegbeni scored from the spot for his 
10th league goal of the season and also hit the 
woodwork in the first half. 

‘A superb strike by Germany midfielder Thomas 
Hitzisperger earned Villa all three points midway 
through the second half. 


MANCHESTER CITY ....0 


MANCHESTER UTD .....2 
lity were lefi to rue a glaring first-half miss by 
midfielder Steve McManaman who sidefooted 

wide from point blank range after being set up 

superbly by Shaun Wright-Phillips. 


Birmingham City's Jullan Gray celebrates his goal agalnst Liverpool at St Andrews 
their two-nil victory 


two-ni 


United grabbed the spoils thanks to Wayne 
Rooney, who broke the deadlock after 68 minutes 
when he converted Gary Neville's cross with the 
help of a deflection off Richard Dunne. Dunne then 
sliced a Rooney cross into his own net to gift 
‘United their second. 


SPURS LEAD 
FA CUP SURGE 


Wwo goals by England striker Jermain Defoe 

sealed a 3-1 victory for Tottenham Hotspur 
over West Bromwich Albion on Saturday and a 
place in the last 16 of the FA Cup. 

‘Tottenham are one of six London clubs in the 
fifth round after Fulham beat second division 
Derby County 4-2 after extra time in their fourth 
round replay and Brentford beat Hartlepool 1-0 in 
an all-third division tie. 

Fulham were matched for 90 minutes by second 
division Derby County whose brave resistance was 
finally broken by two goals in extra time. 

Brentford will travel to Premier League 
Southampton after they beat Hartlepool 1-0 away. 

Hartlepool, yet to reach the fifth round in their 
97-year existence, played most of the game with 10 
men after Jack Ross was sent off fora professional 
foul. Stephen Hunt, the player fouled, missed the 
resultant penalty. 

Brentford's Isaiah Rankin scored the all-impor- 
tant goal with a header just after the break. 


their massive victory over Everton last 
week extended their run at the top 


Bolton's Jay Jay Okocha (left) battles 
Jimmy Floyd Hasselbaink during their nil- 
all draw at the Reebok Stadium 


EPL FIXTURES 


Saturday, February 26th, 2005 
‘Southampton “Arsenal 
Aston Villa Everton 
Crystal Palace Birmingham City 
‘Tottenham Fulham 
Manchester Utd Portsmouth 
Chelsea ‘West Brom 


Liverpool _y Blackbur 


Sunday, February 27th, 2005 
Newcastle Utd v Bolton 
Middlesbrough v Charlton 


eaeae<c < 


Sunday, February 13th, 2005 
Norwich -y Manchester City 
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Birmingham 2 Liverpool 0, Blackbum 3 Norwich 
Baten aon Everton 0 Chelsea 1, 
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Bamsley 1, Tranmere 1 Colchester 1, Wrexham 1 
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con field a run in with Roma captain Francesco Totti, 

Forhis actions the young Argentinian was sent off, but it was his 
reaction afterwards that left a few people alittle surprised. 
‘Ledesma accused Totti of saying all sorts of things to him 
throughout the game. He claimed he was provoked. However, 
the real interesting affair was off the field. Ledesma admitted his 
slapping of Totti was wrong but would not apologise to him. 
afterwards. 

“Totti is no Baggio or Maldini,” he said after the match. He was 
clearly referring to the fact that these two were always fine 
ambassadors for the game and did play within the spirit of the 
niles. 

Ttis not the first time that Totti has conducted himselfin an unac- 
ceptable manner on the field. One only has to remember the spit- 
ting incident at Euro 2004. It is time for Totti, who is absolutely 
idolised in Rome, to make himself the idol of the whole of Italy. 
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recent under 20 club tournament in Viareggio in Italy, 
known as the Coppa Camevale, was certainly an experience 
toremember. Many readers of this column certainly know wit 
itis like given that Australian teams have participated for nine 
years at the prestigious event, 
‘Literally a generation of young Australian players from Marconi 
and APIA Leichhardt, plus coaches and officials, have experi- 
enced this tournament first hand. 
Juventus, AC Milan, Bayem Munich, Inter Milan, Newcastle 
United, Werder Bremen, Lazio, Maccabi Haifa and Roma were 
{just some of the 40 teams present there in 2005, 
However, it is not only the fact that these great clubs participate 
that makes it such a great sporting event. The fact that teams 
from every continent of the world are participating gives it a 
truly intemational flavour, 
‘The Coppa Camevale President, Alessandro Palagi, explained to 
us in Viareggio that ultimately the toumament would like to 
accommodate 25 foreign teams instead of the current 17. 
Obviously then several of the smaller Serie B and Serie C1 
Traian sides would need to make way for the overseas guests, 
‘Next year’s event will sean increase in English Premier League 
teams participating as well as Spanish Primera Liga teams, 
Only Newcastle United were present there this year from 
England and it was somewhat of a retum for English sides who 
aye tended to boycott the event in the last five years, due to the 
demands they face on the domestic scene, 
Spanish sides too have tended to avoid Viareggio because of 
‘their domestic commitments, However, Palagi and his commit- 
tee are extremely confident that Real Madrid will be there in 
2006 and that several EPL sides, including Man Utd whohave a 
fantastic record in Viareggio, will be there too, 
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‘world on fre tis year. However, their performanoes have 
been nothing short of outstanding and their play has been most 
entertaining. 
In Rome recently we witnessod them comprehensively outplay 
‘Lazio and win 3-1. A lot of credit for their success must go to 
their coach Francesco Guidolin, an experienced Serie A cam- 
paigner, who has never had the opportunity of coaching at one 
of the really big teams. 
Palecmo’s receat 1-0 home win over Juventus only goes to rein- 
force the fact that they are capable of beating the very best in the 
Setie A. 
Cutstanding amongst their relatively unknown crop of playersis 
Lica Toni, Hei the gangling suiker who joined the team at the 
start of last season in the Serie B and scored 30 goals in 43 
appearances. 


Sydney readers can tune into 98,5 FM on Sunday nights 
at 10,00pm for all the latest soccer news from the local 
and overseas competitions. Yours traly, Joseph Carlucci, 
Stuart Jones, John Romeo, Robert Scarselletta and 
Mark Stavroulakis are part of the team. 


BOLOGNA .. aaat 
PALERMO .. ere | 


profited from the early sending-off of 
Bologna defender Andrea Sussi to go ahead in 
the 35th minute courtesy of a Luca Toni header. 
“Fortunes were reversed, however, after the break 
when the dismissal of midfielder Stefano Morrone 
reduced Palermo to 10 men and home striker Igli 
‘Tare grabbed a 7éth-minute equaliser. 


BRESCIA ............2 
CAGLIARI ..........+..0 


truggling Brescia had only eamed three points in 
their previous nine maiches but boosted their 
chances of escaping relegation with a win over 
Cagliari. 
An early goal by defender Davide Zoboli and an 
injury-time strike from forward Andrea Caracciolo 
‘wrapped up the points. 


FIORENTINA 
PARMA 


ended a run of three straight defeats 
‘Zoff took over as coach last month 
with this win against relegation-threatened Parma. 

Italy defender Giorgio Chiellini put the home side 
ahead just after the break as he blasted a shot into the 
roof of the net from a tight angle. 

With nine minutes left Fabrizio Miccoli rounded 
keeper Sebastian Frey to double the lead. Alberto 
Gilardino quickly pulled one back forthe visitors but 
their late pressure failed to pay off. 


JUVENTUS . ened 
UDINESE ... | 


erie A leaders Juventus got the better of fourth- 

placed Udinese to get their title charge back on 
track following consecutive defeats against 
Sampdoria and Bologna. 

Early goals in each half by Zlatan Ibrahimovic and 
‘Mauro Camoranesi put Juve 2-0 up but Udinese were 
unlucky when a Dino Fava effort was wrongly riled 
offside with 20 minutes remaining. 

‘Udinese eventually got-on the scoresheet but 
David Di Michele's injury-time strike arrived too late 
to seriously tireaten Juve's march to victory. 


LECCE 


CHIEVO ..... 
‘oth sides had chances to take 
opening but it was Lecce striker Cedric Konan 

who hit the target when he headed past Luca 

‘Marchegiani in the 27th minute, 

Chievo searched for an equaliser but two goals in 
three second-half minutes from Jaime Valdes and 
‘Mirko Vucinic settled the contest, 

The loss of Bulgarian sensation Bojinov put the 
alam bells on at Lecce however the side did find that 
extra strength in defeating Chievo, 
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AS Roma skipper Francesco Tott! (left) is fouled by Inter Milan's Esteban Cambiasso 
during the two-nil win at the San Siro 


LIVORNO ............1 
SAMPDORIA ..........0 


ampdoria had won their last three away matches, 

‘including a 1-0 win over leaders Juventus, but 
their good form on the road abandoned them at 
Livorno who took all three points thanks to Cristiano 
Luearelli's 82nd-minute free kick. Sampdori 
defeat means they remain fifth, two points behind 
Udinese, 


REGGINA 
AC MILAN 


ee re ces 
Juventus thanks to an own goal by Reggina 
defender Marco Zamboni. 

Juve and AS Roma are among the sides who have 
lost at the Granillo stadium this season, but Milan 
enjoyed a slice of fortune in the 38th minute when 
Zamboni stuck out a foot to block a shot by Clarence 
Seedorf, only for the ball to loop over the keeper and 
into the net. 


SIENA 2 
MESSINA . 2 


essina twice surrendered the lead despite 

joying & one-man advantage for most of the 
match after the 25th-minute sending-off of Siena 
defender Daniele Portanova, 

Messina hero Arturo Di Napoli put the visitors 
ahead afier five minutes, only for Enrico Chiesa to 
fire in a free kick just after the interval. 

Jn the 67th minute Bruno Cirillo upended Ivica 
Tliev to gift Messina a penalty, converted by 
Alessandro Parisi, but with seven minutes left 
Davide Chiumiento poached an unlikely equaliser to 
give lowly Siena a share of the points, 


LAZIO .....eeee 
ATALANTA 
azio had camed just one point in their previous 
ive games and seemed to be heading for a dis- 
appointing draw against bottom-placed Atalanta after 


2 
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first-half goals by striker Fabio Barzani and Stephen 
Makinwa cancelled each other out, 

In the 89th minute, however, midfielder Fabio 
Liverani fired past keeper Alex Calderoni to give 
Lazio their first win in more than 2 month, 


INTER MILAN .........2 
AS ROMA ............0 


‘niet Milan moved into third in the division on 42 
11 behind leaders Juventus thanks to two 
free kicks by Sinisa Mihajlovic. 

Roma looked lively in attack, but couldn't find a 
‘Way past Inter's well-organised defence and the clos- 
est they came to scoring was just before halftime, 
when Ivan Cordoba pulled off a last-ditch tackle to 
rob current Serie A top striker Vincenzo Montella of 
the ball directly in front of goal, 


SERIE A 


Lazio 2 Atalanta 1, Inter Milan 2 Roma 0, 
Bologna 1 Palermo 1, Brescia 2 Cagliari 0, 
Fiorentina 2 Parma 1, Juventus 2 Udinese 1, 
Lecce 3 Chievo 0, Livorno 1 Sampdoria 0, 
Siena 2 Messina 2, Reggina 0 AC Milan 1. 


JJuventus 
2Milan 
SInter Milan 
Udinese 
SSampdoria 
‘6Palerma 
TRoma 
8Cagliari 
Bologna 
10Lecce 
11Reggina 
12Livorno 
13Chievo 
14Messina 
1SLazio 
16Fiorentina 
17Brescia 
18Parma 
19Siena 
20Atalanta 
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17 36 
36 35 
38 33 
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‘Triestina 2 Arezzo 1, Piacenza 0 Vicenza 0, 
‘Ternana 2 Modena 1, Catania 1 Torino 0, 
Albinoleffe 0 Bari 1, Salernitana 1 Empoli 
1, Genoa 0 Perugia 1, Verona 2 Cesena 1, 
Crotone 3 Catanzaro 0, Pescara 0 Venezia 0, 
‘Treviso vs Ascoli ~ ‘Tuesday AEDT. 
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1, Genoa 26 
26 
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2, Empoli 
-3, Verona 
4. Perugia 
5. Torino 
6. Treviso 12 
7. Ascoli au 
8. Cesena 26 10 
9, Piacenza 26 11 
10. Vicenza 26 10 
ll. Catania 26 
12. Albinoleffe 26 
13. Termana 26 
14. Arezzo 26 
15. Modena 26, 
16. Bari 26 
17. Pescara 26 
18. Triestina 26 
19. Salernitana 26 
20. Crotone 26 
21. Catanzaro 26 
22. Venezia 26 4 
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Modena handed four point deduction. 
Bari docked u point for fan violence. 


CHAMPIONS 
LEAGUE 


First Knockout Stage 
Real Madrid (Spain) vs Juventus (Italy) 
Porto (Portugal) vs Inter Milan (Italy) 
Barcelona (Spain) vs Chelsea (England) 
Werder Bremen (Germany) vs Olympique 
‘Lyon (France) 

Liverpool (England) vs Bayer Leverkusen 


(Germany) 
PSV Eindhoven (Netherlands) vs AS 
‘Monaco (France) 
Manchester United (England) vs AC Milan 


(Italy) 
Bayern Munich (Germany) vs Arsenal 
(England) 


First Knockout Stage 
Fins leg - February 22-23 
Second leg - March 8-9 
Note: Inter Milan will play the second leg 
of their tie on March 15. 


Quarter-finals 
Fisstleg - April 5-6 
Second eg - April 12-13 


Semi-finals 
First leg - April 26-27 
Second leg - May 3-4 


Final: 
May 25, Istanb 


UEFA CUP 


FIRST KNOCKOUT STAGE 
Graz AK (Austria) vs Middlesbrough. 
(England) 

Heerenveen (Netherlands) vs Newcastle 
United (England) 

Basel (Switzerland) vs Lille (France) 
Parma (Italy) vs VEB Stuttgart (Germany) 
Sporting Lisbon (Portugal) vs Feyenoord 
(Netherlands) 

‘Alemania Aachen (Germany) vs AZ 
Alkmaar (Netherlands) 

‘Austria Vienna (Austria) vs Athletic 
Bilbao (Spain) 

Partizan Belgrade (Serbia & Mont.) vs 
Dnipro Dnipropetrovsk (Ukraine) 
‘Valencia (Spain) vs Steaua Bucharest 
(Romania) 

‘Ajax Amsterdam (Netherlands) vs AJ 
Auxerre (France) 

CSKA Moscow (Russia) vs Benfica 
Portugal) 

Fenerbahce (Turkey) vs Real Zaragoza 
(Spain) 

Panathinaikos (Greece) vs Sevilla (Spain) 
Shakhtar Donetsk (Ukraine) vs Schalke 04 
(Germany) 

Olympiakos (Greece) vs Sochaux (France) 
Dynamo Kiev (Ukraine) vs Villarreal 
(Spain) 


First Knockout Stage 
First leg - February 16-17 
Second log - February 24 


‘Seconmd Knockout Stage 
First leg - March 10 
Second leg - March 16-17 


Quarter-finals 
First leg ~ April 7 
Second leg - April 14 


Semi-finals 
First leg ~ April 28 
Second leg - May 5 


Final 
May 18, Lisbon 


> 
UEFA CUP, 


BELCIAN JUPILER LEAGUE 
Mons-Bergen 4 Lierse 1, Germinal 
Beerschot 2 Cercle Bruges 3, Club Bruges 1 
Charleroi 1. 


P WOOL F A PBS 
‘Cub Brugge22 18 3 1 59 1457 
‘2Andertecht 20 13 3 4 42 2042 
3Genk 21°12 6 3 32 2042 
AStandard «21 12 4 5S «(37 2140 
Scharerol 22 116 5 29 2239 
Gla Louvitre 21 10 5 6 30 1835 
7AAGent «921 10 4 7 34 2434 
SWesterlo 22 103 9 22 3133 
Qlokeren 22 8 7 7 26 2631 
‘A0Uerse 22 8 4 10 38 4028 
‘Beveren 22 7 5 10 31 3726 
12Cerde 2207 4 11 «31 5525 
43Mouscron 22 6 5 11 31 3223 
‘(aBeerschot 22 5 S 12 20 2720 
‘A5truiden 21 5 5S 11 24 3820 
46Mons 1:5 3 13 27 37:18 
‘1700stende 22 3 6 13 20 4415 
‘1sBrussels 22 4 2 16 18 4214 

INTERNATIONAL FRIENDLIES: 


Cyprus 1 Finland 2, Latvia 4 Austria 4, 
Algeria 3 Burkina Faso 0, Azerbaijan 0 
Moldova 0, Bulgaria 0 Serbia-Montenegro 0, 
Chile 3 Ecuador 0, Eaypt 4 Belgium 0, 
England 0 Nethertands 0, France 1 Sweden 
41, Georgia 1 Lithuania 0, Germany 2 
Argentina 2, Hong Kong 4 Brazii7, Ireland 4 
Portugal 0, Israel 3 Croatia 3, Italy 2 Russia 
0, Malta 0 Norway 3, Northem Ireland 0 
Canada 1, Poland 1 Belarus 3, Slovenia 5 
Czech Republic 0, South Africa 1 Australia 4, 
United Arab Emirates 1 Switzerland 2, 
Venezuela 3 Estonia 0, Wales 2 Hungary 0, 
Romania 2 Slovakia 2, Guinea 2 Mall 2, 
Cameroon 1 Senegal 0. 


DUTCH EREDIVISIE 
Groningen 0 Vitesse Amhem 0, AZ Alkmaar 
© PSV Eindhoven 0, RBC Roosendaal 0 
Utrecht 1, Roda JC 2 Heerenveen 3, Twente 
Enschede 3 RKC Wealwiik 1, NAC Breda 4 
‘Ajax Amsterdam 2, NEC Niimegen 1 ADO 
Den Haag 4, Den Bosch 0 Graafschap 2, 
Feyenoord 7 Willem Il Titburg 0. 


P WOOL F A Pts 
APSV 1:16 4 4 «5A 1252 
2alkmaar «21 15 5 41 «49 1450 
Ajax 21:13:55 3 46 2048 
AFeyenoord 21 11 5 5 57 2738 
SHeerenveen 21 10 5 6 37 3535 
GUtrecht «21 10 5 6 26 2135 
7Vitesse 1104 7 34 2734 
‘8Roda 138 °5 8 38 342 
‘Twente 138 49 7 2728 
AONAC 17 68 342277 
‘(1Waatwik 217 6 8 27 3027 
12Groningen 247 5 9 2B 3626 
13Witlem i 24 7 4 10 2 4025 
4aDen Haag 21 5 5 11 24 3220 
ASNEC m4 89 B22 
‘16Graafschap21 3 5 13 2% 5114 
A7Roosendaal21 3 2 16 21 5211 
18Den Bosch 21 2 3 16 11 509 


ENGLAND FOOTBALL LGE 2 
‘Southend 0 Scunthorpe 0, Boston 2 Bury 2, 
Cambridge 0 Macclesfield 1, Dartington 4 
Notts County 2, Grimsby 0 Shrewsbury 1, 
Kidderminster 0 Chester 1, Leyton Orient 3 
‘Swansea 1, Mansfield 1 Cheltenham 2, 
Oxford 1 Northampton 2, Rochdale 3 
Lincoln 1, Rushden & Diamonds 1 Wycombe 
2, Yeovil 4 Bristol 2. 


LFA 
8 66 4659 
6 47 
10 45 3156 
1 


‘Chester 32.8 1311 29 4437 
Notts County 31 9 8 14 30 4135 
Shrewsbury 32 8 10 14 32 4034 
Rushden &D'32 6 10 16 28 46 28 
Kadderminsters2 7 3 22 24 59 24 
Cambridge Ut32. 3 12 17 27 45 21 

FRENCH LIGUE 1 
No matches played this week 

P WODL F A Pts 
4lyon 25 14104 35 1252 
ule 2 129 4 30 1645 
BMarseile 25 13 5 7 33 23.44 
Monaco 2411 103 34 2043 
SAuere 25 126 7 36 2642 
@Sochaux 25 9 8 B 30 2835 
Troulouse 25 9 8 8B 26 2635 
BBordeaux 25 6 145 26 2232 
gRennes 25 9 5 11 26 3032 
40StEtienne 24 6 135 29 2234 
‘Milens «25-7 108 25 2534 
12SG 5G «127 «25 28.30 
Metz «95 7 9 9 2 3130 
Nice = «5-6 «11.8 29 34.29 
45Nantes 25 6 9 10 20 24.27 
Aestrasbourg 24 5 9 10 26 3124 
acen 25-59 41 18 42 24 
‘BAlacio «24 «4 119 «(18 26.23 
‘gBastia «25-5 8 12 18 34.23 
Dolstres «25-2 12 11 14: 28-18 

HELLENIC NATIONAL LEAGUE 


Aris Saloniki 1 Ergotelis 1, Olympiakos 0 
Xanthi 0, Panathinaikos 5 Apollon 1, OF! 
Crete 3 Kerkyra 1, Kallithea 3 Halkidona 1, 
Iraklis 1 PAOK 0, lonikos 1 Egaleo 1, 


Panionios 4 AEK Athens 1 

P WODL F A Pts 
‘A0lymplacos 18 125 1 33.9 41 
2PAO 18 113 4 33 1236 
SAEK 189 8 1 26 1435 
@anthi 18 8 6 4 26 2030 
BSigaeo 18 «§ «(103 17 1425 
6PAOK 187 47 2 2025 
70F1 1% 6 5 7 2 2625 
Bkalithea 18 5 7 § 27 2722 
Strakis 18 «6 4 8 16 1922 
1OHakidona 18 5 7 6 17 1822 
‘Panionios 18 5 6 7 12 1621 
12Aris 18 3 105 16 2019 
‘slonkos 18 4 6 8 12 2318 
1aErgotelis 18 4 4 10 15 3016 
‘skalamarias 18 3 6 9 14 29 15 

GERMAN BUNDESLIGA 


Borussia Dortmund 4 Bochum 0, Freiburg 0 
Hanover 0, Hamburg 2 Stuttgart 4, Hertha 
Bertin 2 Numberg 1, Kalsersiautem 2 Hansa 
Rostock 4, Schalke 3 Wolfsburg 0, Werder 
Bremen 2 Borussia Moenchengladbach 0, 
Arminia Bielefeld 3 Bayern Munich 1, Bayer 
Leverkusen 2 Mainz 0. 


P WODL F A Pts 
‘Bayem =. 21 12:5 4 «39 23.41 
Behake 21 13 2 «6 33 26.41 
Beremen 21 11 4 6 45 25.37 
Alertha 219 9 3 35 1836 
Sstuttgart 21 105 6 39 2835 
Gleverkusen 21 10 5 6 37 2735 
THamburg 21 111 9 37 3134 
BHannover 219 5 7 26 2232 
‘SKaiser m9 4 8 30 2934 
‘10Wolfsburg 21 10 0 11 35 3530 
‘44Dortmund 21.7 7 7 24 2528 
4uminia 21 8 4 9 23 2728 
‘43Nomberg 21 6 6 9 35 3624 
‘aMoncheng 216 6 9 25 3524 
‘sMaing = 21 «6 «4 14:27 «37 22 
‘Bochum 21 3 7 {1 26 4516 
tireiburg 213-7 44 17 41:16 
‘Hansa «21-2 «7 «12:18 43 13 

PORTUGUESE SUPERLICA 


Belenenses 3 Estoril 0, Braga 0 Benfica 0, 
Academica Coimbra 1 Nacional 0, Beira Mar 
4 Vitoria 1, Boavista 3 Maritimo 2, 
Moreirense 1 Gil Vicente 0, Penafiel 3 Uniao 
Leiria 0, Sporting Lisbon 5 Rio Ave 0, Porto 
0 Vitoria Guimaraes 0. 


PeWODHUL EA Pts 
APorto 21°10 8 3 26 1438 
2sporting 21 115 5 46 2738 
‘SBenfica 2 115 S 33 2138 
@Boavista «921 115 5 27 2538 
‘SBraga 21 107 4 29 1537 
omartimo §=21 8 9 4 25 1933 
TRoAve §=21 7 104 27 2734 


Barcelona glee as Samuel Eto'o’s goal is celebrated by Andres Inlesta 


8Setbal 218 6 7 28 2330 
9Cuimareses 21 8 6 7 20 18 30 
‘10Belenenses21 8 4 9 32 2728 
‘Leiria 216 9 6 20 2227 
‘42Nacional 21 8 3 10 27 3027 
‘3Penafiel 21 7 2 12 21 3623 
1aGil Vicente 21 6 5 10 22 25 23 
‘5Moreirense21 4 8 9 18 3020 
“6Estoril 215 4 12 23 3219 
‘7Beira-Mar 21 4 6 11 22 4018 
‘18Académica21 4 4 13 15 3016 
SCOTTISH PREMIER LEAGUE 


Dundee 2 Motherwell 1, Dunfermline 2 

Aberdeen 1, Hearts 3 Kilmamock 0, 

Livingston 0 Dundee Utd 2, Rangers 3 

Hibemian 0, Invemess CT vs Celtic - 
ned. 


P WODL F A Pts 
Rangers 25 195 1 54 1162 
Cettic 24 202 2 53 1962 
Hbemian 24 13 4 7 41 3243 
Hearts 2 118 6 302141 
Aberdeen 25 106 9 25 25 36 
Motherwell 24 9 3 12 29 33 30 
Kimamock 25 9 2 14 31 43 29 
Inverness CT 24 6 7 14 27 3525 
Dunfermline 25 6 6 13 23 37 28 
Dundee 25 6 6 13 28 4628 
Dundee Utd 25 4 9 12 27 024 
Uvingston 25 4 4 17 19 4516 
SERBIA & MONT. FIRST LEAGUE 

Po WODL F A Pts 
tPartizan 15 132 0 398 41 
2vena «15 12:2 1 38 1138 
Seta 15 111 3 30 1234 
40FK 15 8 1 5 22 1825 
SBuduenost 15 7 2 6 24 2023 
6zemun 15 «6 «4 5 18 19 22 
Wojvodina 15 5 4 6 18 1919 
gsutjeska 15 5 4 6 13 2119 
9kula 5465 16 1848 
10smederevotS 4 5 6 9 1517 
4WBeograd 15 4 4 7 13 2016 
‘xukarick’ 15 4 4 7 15 1816 
13Borac | 15 «4 4 7 (12 2216 
1mblic 15 3 4 B 16 2713 
1Shajduk «15 1 5 9 14 298 
‘G@elemk 15 1 4 10 12 267 

SPANISH PRIMERA LIGA 


Real Zaragoza 1 Barcelona 4, Valencia 1 
Deportivo Coruna 2, Espanyol 2 Getafe 0, 
Numancia 0 Malaga 1, Real Mallorca 2 


Albacete 1, Atletico Madrid 0 Levante 0, 
Sevilla 2 Villarreal 1, Racing Santander 4 
Real Sociedad 3, Osasuna 1 Real Madrid 2, 
Athletic Bilbao 4 Real Betis 4. 


PWODtL FA Pts 


‘1Barcelona 23 17 3 3 47 1754 
‘2Real Madrid 23 16 2 5 43 1750 
Sevilla 2 125 6 28 2441 
AVaencia «823 108 5 36 2338 
SBetis 23108 5 37 2838 
6Epanyol 23 115 7 28 2438 
Wilarreal 23 10 7 6 38 2037 
BAtiético 23 9 6 8 24 2033 
gathietic §=23 8 8 7 37 3232 
10Deportivo 25 7 115 33 3232 
(Osasuna 23 8 5 10 33 3929 
(Qaragoza 23 8 4 11 29 38 28 
13Sociedad 23 7 5 11 29 3426 
1acetafe «= 23 7 «5 11 22 2726 
‘Slevante 23 7 5 11 25 36 26 
‘16Malaga «23 7 «4 12 16 3025 
17Mbacete 23 5 8 10 21 3123 
18Mallorca 23 5 6 12 23 3721 
igracng «= 23 5 6 612 214 3624 
20Numancia 23 3 «5 15 13 38 14 
TURKISH SUPER LICA 


Konyaspor 3 Samsunspor 0, Ankaragucu 2 
Kayserispor 2, Rizespor 0 Galatasaray 3, 
Besiktas 2 Denizlispor 0, Trabzonspor 3 
Malatyaspor 0, Diyarbakirspor 1 A. 
Sebatsper 0, Sakaryaspor 2 Gaziantepspor 


2, Ankaraspor 2 Genclerbirligi 4, 
Fenerbahce 4 Istanbulspor 0. 

P WOOL FA Pts 
“Fenerbahge 20 16 2 2 49 1050, 
2oalatasaray 20 15 3 2 40 1248 
BTrabzonspor 20 14 4 2 40 1446 
Apesiktas 20 10 6 4 44 26 36 
SDenizlispor 20 10 3 7 30 2433, 
GRizespor 20 8 6 6 24 1830 
7Malatyaspor 20 8 4 8 27 2728 
Scariaepspor 20 8 4 8 31 3228 
SDivarkirspor 20 7 4 9 20 3125 
‘JoAnkaraspor20 7 4 9 28 2925 
‘AKonyaspor 20.5 9 6 35 3924 
12%amnspor 20 7 3 10 26 3724 
18Genqbirigi20 6 5 9 23 2823 
taankargicl 19 5 5 9 16 29 20 
‘1Ssakaryaspor20 5 3 12 25 45 18 
Aéistanbulspori9 3 6 10 16 30 15 
‘Wkayserispor20. 4 3 13 27 44 15 
4ssebatspor 20 1 6 13 22 489 
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